
  When  a  shooter  fires  a  gun,  a 
puff  of  particle  residue  leaves  the 
weapon’s muzzle and blankets  the 
person who pulled the trigger. The 
presence of gunshot residue can be 
potentially  damning  evidence  in 
a  criminal  case  —  and  Duquesne 
researchers  are  making  sure  that 
evidence  isn’t  used  to  mistakenly 
convict innocents. 
  Gunshot  residue  (GSR)  can  be 
used as evidence against suspects 
in police investigations. However, 
there are uninvestigated variables 
that impair the credibility of GSR. 
Factors  include  GSR  clinging  to 
innocent  suspects  from  hand-
cuffs,  the police car or  interroga-
tion rooms. 
  Stephanie  Wetzel,  assistant 
professor  of  chemistry  and  bio-
chemistry  at  Bayer  School  of 

Natural  Sciences,  has  readied, 
aimed  and  fired  at  the  task  of 
clearing up the subject. 
  After  extensive  work,  some  of 
which  is  still being processed, Wet-
zel’s research found that an individ-
ual cannot pick up enough GSR from 
a surface to argue that a firearm was 
discharged. Thus, GSR is unlikely to 

lead to a false prosecution. 
  “This  research  contributes  to 
the  scientific  knowledge  of  GSR 
and potentially will  improve   sci-
entific  testimony  in  the  court-
room,” Wetzel said. 
  Wetzel  and  her  students’  find-
ings will  be  published  in  the  Sep-
tember  edition  of  the  Journal  of 

Forensic Science. 
  The  story  of  Wetzel’s  research 
begins many years ago.
  In  2009,  graduate  assistant 
Holly  Castellano  was  assigned  a 
project in class to study a forensic 
investigation topic. Her professor, 
retired  Pittsburgh  Police  Com-
mander Ronald Freeman, suggest-
ed  she  analyze  the  stations  and 
cars for GSR, and so she took the 
homework to the next level.
  “It had been suggested that peo-
ple were wrongly convicted for fire-
arm crimes  they did not  commit,” 
Castellano said. 
  One example of  the  controversy 
was  an  article  in  Forensic  Science 
Journal  from  2007  which  argued 
the possibility that suspects can be 
wrongly accused, though rarely, of 
murder  because  of  gunshot  resi-
due they had picked up from being 
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Sending blessings for the new year Driverless
Ubers to 
start in the 
‘Burgh

  A city steeped in industrial his-
tory is becoming part of the tech-
nological revolution. 
  Ride-sharing  service  Uber  will 
debut  self-driving  cars  in  Pitts-
burgh  by  the  end  of  August,  ac-
cording  to  financial  news  maga-
zine  Bloomberg.  Users  of  Uber’s 
mobile phone app will have a ran-
dom chance of summoning a driv-
erless car.
  Uber has not let much slip about 
the  launch  yet.  Uber  spokesman 
Craig Ewer said more information 
is on its way soon.
  “We're  excited  about  Pitts-
burgh and will have more  infor-
mation  to  share  in  the  coming 
weeks,” Ewer said.
  Currently, Uber is testing self-
driving  hybrid  Ford  Fusions  on 
Pittsburgh  roads,  which  feature 
a  human  riding  in  the  driver’s 
seat. Uber’s website says the test 
cars  feature  an  array  of  radars, 
sensors,  lasers  and  cameras, 
which are used to map the city.
  Uber struck a partnership with 
automaker  Volvo  earlier  this 
year to develop driverless cars to 
add to the Pittsburgh fleet. 
  According to Bloomberg, there 
will be 100 such cars —   Volvo’s 
XC90  SUVs  —  in  Pittsburgh  by 
the end of the year.
  After a man died several weeks 
ago in a driverless car accident in 
Florida,  Duquesne  students  have 
mixed opinions on Uber’s plan.
  Justice Perry, a sophomore his-
tory major, is skeptical of riding in 
an automated car. 
  “I  want  to  see  how  it  works 
before I try it, because machines 
glitch,” Perry  said.  “I  feel better 
with  a  person  there  …  a  person 
can manually take the wheel.”
  Conor Skilton, a sophomore phar-
macy major, is intrigued by the idea. 
  “Most  accidents  are  human 
error,”  he  said.  The  National 
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
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Professor Stephanie Wetzel (left) and student Leah Ali (right) look at results of their 
gunshot residue research. They studied if GSR can transfer between surfaces.



tration  reports  than  in  2015,  94 
percent of car crashes were a re-
sult of human mistakes. 
  Skilton  said  he  would  miss 
having someone in the car to en-
gage with. 
  “I  feel safe [with an autopilot], 
but  the  thing  about  Uber  is  de-
veloping  a  relationship  with  the 
driver, which could go away [with 
the new technology],” he said.
  Jack Mason, business professor 
and  director  of  Duquesne’s  En-
trepreneurial  Studies  program, 
believes Uber’s decision  to  intro-
duce  driverless  cars  is  a  smart 
one. He  said  that Uber  has  been 
setting a trend in its industry. 
  “Yellow  Cab  in  Pittsburgh  is 
abandoning their old business mod-
el and are going to switch over to a 
ride-sharing program,” Mason said. 
  Competitors  of Uber will  con-
tinue  to  play  catch-up,  as  the 
ride-sharing  company  has  been 
advancing  technology  in  an  at-
tempt  to  beat  Google  and  Tesla 
to the market.  
  Duquesne  students  are  being 
taught  to  model  their  businesses 
like Uber. 
  Mason  said  Duquesne’s  en-
trepreneurial  program  helps 
students  be  prepared  for  what 
he  calls  a  “startup  ecosystem.” 
The program  lends each  student 

$5,000  to  pitch  and  create  mi-
crobusinesses,  which  they  run 
for the year. According to Mason,  
companies  like  Uber  provide  a 
good  example  for  students  to 
look towards.
  “We  prepare  students  to  cre-
ate business plans [like Uber’s],” 
Mason said.
  He  said  that  a  self-driving pro-
gram like Uber’s could be incorpo-
rated into these student projects. 
  “We had one student do a phar-
maceutical  delivery  service,”  Ma-
son  said.  “That  could  easily  be 
paired with what Uber is trying to 

do with automated technology.” 
  The  company  has  been  expand-
ing their business to work with other 
companies in the technology field. 
  Uber’s  CEO  and  co-founder, 
Travis  Kalanick,  announced  in 
an  August  18  press  release  that 
Uber  had  acquired  a  small  tech 
startup called Otto which creates 
self-driving trucks. 
  “Together,  we  now  have  one 
of the strongest autonomous en-
gineering  groups  in  the  world. 
[Cars]  are  already  on  the  road 
thanks  to  Otto  and  Uber’s  Ad-
vanced  Technologies  Center  in 
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 The Duke’s  news  section 
would  love  to  hear  from  you 
about  stories  that  you  want  to 
see  in  print.  Know  a  talented 
professor  or  accomplished  stu-
dent? See something on campus 
that  just  doesn’t  make  sense? 
You can send your tips and story 
ideas  to  News  Editor  Brandon 
Addeo at addeob@duq.edu.

  Howdy, ya’ll! Auntie PB had to 
skip town and left me, Cousin PB, 
in charge of the Duquesne police 
briefs  for  this  school  year.  I’m 
looking  forward  to  telling  ya’ll 
about all the no-good tomfoolery 
that’s going on around campus.
  A  couple  freshmen  couldn’t 
even wait until the end of move-
in day to start mucking things up.
  Two  residents  of  St.  Ann’s 
Hall  were  caught  with  mari-
juana  and  paraphernalia  last 
Tuesday,  and  were  referred  to 
the  Office  of  Student  Conduct. 
The pot party seemed to extend 
to other dorms as well.
  Last Saturday, a student in St. 
Martins  had  drug  parapherna-
lia seized by Residence Life. The 
student was referred to the Office 
of Student Conduct. 
  The next day, on Sunday morn-
ing, Duquesne Police received a call 
about an intoxicated student in Des 
Places Hall. The student was report-
ed to be conscious and alert, and the 
RD allowed the student to return to 
his room for the night. They didn’t 
escape a date with the Office of Stu-
dent Conduct, however.
  Later  that  night,  a  Parkhurst 
catering  employee  reported  that 
his  backpack  had  been  stolen 
from the fifth floor kitchen in the 
Power Center. 
  Cousin PB is glad to be with ya’ll 
for  these  here  coming  months. 
Now, I’d better not hear about all 
of ya’ll being up to no good.

  Students  and  faculty  in 
Duquesne’s  Mylan  School  of 
Pharmacy  recently  received  a 
grant  to  enhance  the  way  the 
pharmacy  industry  researches 
and  produces  new  drugs  and 
therefore  improve the quality of 
pharmaceuticals on the market.
  Professors  Ira  Buckner  and 
Peter  Wildfong  will  work  with 
senior  students  to  use  the 
$237,000  grant  from  the  Na-
tional  Institute  for  Pharmaceu-
tical Technology and Education. 
The  grant  builds  on  a  previous 
grant from 2015 to bring the to-
tal project budget to $474,000.

Uber unveils driverless vehicles

Rev. Walsh celebrates 25 years as a priest

UBER — from page 1

GSR — from page 1

  Spiritan  Campus  Ministry  Di-
rector  Rev.  Daniel  Walsh  cel-
ebrated  his  25-year  anniversary 
of  ordainment  to  the  priesthood 
with a special mass and reception 
August 14. 
  It  was  a  bit  more  high  profile 
than he would have liked, though.
  “I  wanted  [the  anniversary]  to 
go quietly, but  I’ve got a sister who 
wanted to have a celebration,” Walsh 
said with a smile. 
  He  said  it  was  a  small  gather-
ing of  family and “buddies”  from 
high  school  and  college,  some  of 
whom had not seen each other for 
several decades. 
  Matthew  Broeren,  a  Spiritan 
seminarian  who  works  under 
Walsh, praised his humility in his 
line of work.
  “He's  the  most  humble  person 
I know,” Broeren said. “With how 
humble  he  is,  having  a  conversa-
tion with Fr. Dan is an experience 
of humility itself.”
  While  the  celebration  might 
have been a simple affair, Walsh’s 
life has been anything but simple. 
  He was born in Jacksonville, NC, 
where  his  father,  a  marine,  was 
stationed  at  Camp  Lejeune.  Af-
ter Walsh was born, his father left 
the Marines for a new job in Pitts-

burgh, and his family moved there. 
  That  job  saw  Walsh  and  his 
family  move  around  the  country, 
from Crafton,  PA,  to  Syracuse,  to 
San Jose and then to Philadelphia. 
Moving  around  during  his  child-
hood wasn’t easy for Walsh.
  “We were always  the  ‘new per-
son,’”  he  said.  “When  we moved 
to  California,  kids  thought  we 
talked funny.”
  In one instance, a woman in Cali-

fornia mistook his mother for a for-
eigner when she heard her accent, 
Walsh recounted with a laugh. 
  Family  was  important  to  Walsh 
in his childhood years, and he had 
to defend his siblings during school.
  “As a little boy, I got into a lot of 
fights,” he said. “[There were] kids 
picking  on  [me],  picking  on  my 
brother and sister, so I was kind of 
starting the fights.”
  Walsh  first  became  inter-
ested  in  joining  the  priesthood 
when  he  went  to  a  Philadelphia 
high school run by  the Christian 
Brothers,  a  religious  organiza-
tion,  though  he  decided  then  it 
wasn’t for him.
  “I  gave  thought  to  becoming  a 
Christian  Brother,  but  I  always 
had a hundred friends and a thou-
sand things to do and the thought 
would pass,” Walsh said.  
  After  graduating  high  school, 
he  came  to  Duquesne,  where  his 
father  and grandfather were both 
alumni. Again, the thought of join-
ing the priesthood crossed Walsh’s 
mind, but he decided against it. 
 He  took  a  job  at  a  Mesa,  A.Z., 
bank  when  he  graduated  from 
Duquesne.  It  was  here,  when  he 
didn’t  have  his  “buddies  to  loaf 
around  with,”  when  Walsh  felt 
more drawn to becoming a priest. 
  “I  found  myself  going  to  mass 
every day,” he said. 

  He still had his doubts about the 
priesthood, though.
  “I  was  thinking,  I  liked  to  play 
sports  and,  you  know,  I  probably 
didn’t  have  what  it  takes  to  be  a 
priest,” Walsh said. 
  After  consulting  with  a  priest 
close  to  his  family,  Walsh  decid-
ed  to  join  the  Christian  Brothers 
seminary in Houston. His first as-
signment was a mission to serve a 
small village in the Brazilian Ama-
zon rainforest called Tefe.
  In  1984, Walsh  decided  to  re-
turn  to  Duquesne  to  join  the 
Spiritan order of priests. He said 
the Spiritans had left an impres-
sion  on  him  during  his  under-
graduate years.
  “There  was  just  a  humanity 
about  the  Spiritans,” Walsh  said. 
“They were good [role] models but 
they could also be your friend.”
  Spiritan  Campus  Ministry  As-
sistant  Director  Fr.  Bill  Christy 
said one of Walsh’s  best  qualities 
is his flexibility as a minister.
  “I think what comes to mind is 
his  adaptability  and  his  willing-
ness  to  receive  the  call  from  the 
Spiritan ministry of whatever they 
need him to do,” Christy said.
  Walsh’s  career  in  the  priest-
hood  has  also  seen  him  work  in 
a  Portuguese  parish,  at  campus 
ministries in Texas and as a chap-
lain for the poor in San Diego. 

BRandon addeo

news editor
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Rev. Daniel Walsh celebrated 25 years 
of ordainment in the priesthood with a 
mass and reception on August 14.

Gunshot
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doesn’t 
transfer

aP Photo

A self-driving Ford Fusion hybrid car is test driven, Thursday, Aug. 18, 2016, in Pitts-
burgh. Uber said that passengers in Pittsburgh will be able to summon rides in self-
driving cars with the touch of a smartphone button in the next several weeks.

transported in police vehicles. 
  Castellano pursued the topic fur-
ther  for  her  Master’s  in  Forensic 
Science  and  Law  thesis,  with  the 
help  of  Wetzel  for  her  chemistry 
expertise,  and  other  students who 
have joined in the project. 
  In one of their experiments, Cas-
tellano had her peers arrested — so 
to speak. 
  She recruited about six students 
to  stage mock  arrests  at  the  Ross 
Township Police Department. Cas-
tellano played  the part of  the  lead 
detective in this experiment.  With 
stainless  steel  stubs  and  double-
sided  adhesive  carbon  tape,  she 
collected samples on  the students’ 
hands before and after arrest. She 
also  sampled  the  jail  cells  and  in-
terrogation room, where an arrest-
ee would be taken upon arrival to a 
police station, she said.
  Castellano  spent  six  hours  with 
the police on  this  test,  and a  total 
of one and a half years to manually 
analyze the samples.



AP — Rescue  crews using  bulldoz-
ers and their bare hands raced to dig 
out  survivors  from  a  strong  earth-
quake  that  reduced  three  central 
Italian towns to rubble Wednesday. 
The death toll stood at 159, but the 
number  of  dead  and  missing  was 
uncertain  given  the  thousands  of 
vacationers in the area for summer's 
final days.
  Residents  wakened  before  dawn 
by the temblor emerged from their 
crumbled homes  to find what  they 
described  as  apocalyptic  scenes 
“like  Dante's  Inferno,”  with  entire 
blocks of buildings turned into piles 
of sand and rock, thick dust choking 
the air and a putrid smell of gas.
  “The town isn't here anymore,”said 
Sergio Pirozzi, the mayor of the hard-
est-hit town, Amatrice. “I believe the 
toll will rise.”
  The magnitude 6.2 quake  struck 
at  3:36  a.m.  and  was  felt  across  a 
broad swath of central Italy, includ-
ing Rome, where residents woke to 
a  long  swaying  followed  by  after-
shocks. The temblor shook the Lazio 
region and Umbria and Le Marche 
on the Adriatic coast, a highly seis-
mic  area  that  has witnessed major 
quakes in the past.
  Dozens  of  people  were  pulled 
out  alive  by  rescue  teams  and 
volunteers  that  poured  in  from 
around Italy.
  In  the  evening,  about  17  hours 
after  the  quake  struck,  firefighters 
pulled a 10-year-old girl alive from 
the rubble in Pescara del Tronto.
  “You  can  hear  something  un-
der  here. Quiet,  quiet,”  one  rescue 
worker said, before soon urging her 

on: “Come on, Giulia, come on, Giu-
lia ... Watch your head.”
  Cheers  broke  out  when  she  was 
pulled out.
  And there were wails when bodies 
emerged.
  “Unfortunately,  90  percent  we 
pull out are dead, but some make it, 
that's why we are here,” said Chris-
tian Bianchetti, a volunteer from Ri-
eti who was working  in devastated 
Amatrice  where  flood  lights  were 
set up so the rescue could continue 
through the night.

  Premier  Matteo  Renzi  visited 
the  zone  Wednesday,  greeted 
rescue  teams  and  survivors,  and 
pledged  that  “No  family,  no  city, 
no  hamlet  will  be  left  behind.” 
Italy's  civil  protection  agency  re-
ported  the death  toll had  risen  to 
159  by  late  Wednesday;  at  least 
368 others were injured.
  Worst  affected  were  the  tiny 
towns  of  Amatrice  and  Accumoli 
near Rieti, some 100 kilometers (60 
miles) northeast of Rome, and Pes-
cara del Tronto, some 25 kilometers 

further  east.  Italy's  civil  protection 
agency  set  up  tent  cities  around 
each  hamlet  to  accommodate  the 
thousands of homeless.
  Italy's  health  minister,  Beatrice 
Lorenzin,  visiting  the  devastated 
area, said many of the victims were 
children: The quake zone is a popu-
lar  spot  for  Romans  with  second 
homes,  and  the  population  swells 
in August when most  Italians  take 
their summer holiday before school 
resumes.
  The medieval center of Amatrice 

was  devastated,  with  the  hardest-
hit half of the city cut off by rescue 
crews  digging  by  hand  to  get  to 
trapped residents.
  The birthplace of the famed spa-
ghetti all'amatriciana bacon and to-
mato sauce, the city was full for this 
weekend's  planned  festival  honor-
ing  its native dish. Some 70 guests 
filled its top Hotel Roma, famed for 
its  amatriciana,  where  five  bodies 
were pulled from the rubble before 
the operation was suspended when 
conditions  became  too  danger-
ous  late Wednesday.  Among  those 
killed  was  an  11-year-old  boy  who 
had initially shown signs of life. The 
fate  of  the  dozens  of  other  guests 
wasn't immediately known.
  Amatrice is made up of 69 ham-
lets  that  teams  from around  Italy 
were working  to  reach with  sniff-
er  dogs,  earth  movers  and  other 
heavy equipment. In the city cen-
ter, rocks and metal tumbled onto 
the  streets  and  dazed  residents 
huddled  in  piazzas  as  more  than 
200  aftershocks  jolted  the  re-
gion throughout  the day, some as 
strong as magnitude 5.1.
  “The  whole  ceiling  fell  but  did 
not hit me,” marveled resident Ma-
ria Gianni. “I just managed to put a 
pillow on my head and I wasn’t hit, 
luckily, just slightly injured my leg.”
  Another  woman,  sitting  in  front 
of her destroyed home with a blan-
ket  over  her  shoulders,  said  she 
didn’t know what had become of her 
loved ones.
  “It was one of the most beautiful 
towns of Italy and now there’s noth-
ing left,” she said.
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Quake strikes three Italian towns, killing hundreds

A rescued woman is carried away on a stretcher following an earthquake in Amatrice, Italy, Wednesday, Aug. 24. The mag-
nitude 6 quake struck at 3:36 a.m. local time and was felt across a broad swath of central Italy, including Rome. 
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Man who killed Dallas officers possibly had PTSD
AP  —  The  Army  reservist  who 
killed  five  Dallas  police  officers 
last month  showed symptoms of 
post-traumatic  stress  disorder 
after  returning  home  from  Af-
ghanistan  in  2014,  but  doctors 
concluded  that  he  presented  no 
serious risk to himself or others, 
according to newly released doc-
uments from the Veterans Health 
Administration.
  Micah  Johnson  had  sought 
treatment  for  anxiety,  depres-
sion  and  hallucinations,  tell-
ing  doctors  that  he  experienced 
nightmares  after  witnessing  fel-
low  soldiers  getting  blown  in 
half. He also said he heard voices 
and  mortars  exploding,  accord-
ing to the documents obtained by 
The  Associated  Press  under  the 
Freedom of Information Act.
  “I try to block those out, but it 
is kinda hard to forget,” Johnson 
told his care provider, according 
to the documents.
  Johnson,  25,  was  the  sniper 
who  targeted  the  officers  at  the 
conclusion  of  a  peaceful  march 
July 7 in downtown Dallas, where 
demonstrators  were  protesting 
fatal  police  shootings  in Minne-
sota  and  Louisiana.  Armed with 
an assault rifle, he took multiple 

positions as he fired. Hours later, 
authorities used a bomb-carrying 
robot to kill him.
  During  his  deployment,  John-
son was  largely confined  to base 
in  an  area  of  Afghanistan  that 
had  seen  heavy  combat  but  that 
was  relatively  quiet  when  his 
unit  arrived  in  November  2013, 
according  to  his  former  squad 
leader.
 Upon  his  return  to  the  U.S. 
nine months  later,  Johnson  told 
doctors he was experiencing pan-
ic attacks a few times a week, in-
cluding  once while  at Wal-Mart, 
where  there  was  an  unspecified 
conflict that required a police re-
sponse, the records said.
 “Veteran  states  hearing  all  the 
noises,  fights  and  police  inter-
vening caused him to have palpi-
tations, ‘My heart felt like some-
one was pinching  it while  it was 
beating  fast,’”  the  records  state. 
Johnson  said  he  began  shaking, 
felt short of breath and got chills 
following the Wal-Mart incident.
  The  records  do  not  show  that 
Johnson was formally diagnosed 
with PTSD.
  The  type  of  screening  that  he 
underwent  is  typically  a  first 
step  to  determine  if  the  patient 

should be referred for further as-
sessment to a mental health pro-
fessional,  said  Joel  Dvoskin,  a 
clinical and forensic psychologist 
in Tucson, Arizona.
  Doctors  eventually  decided 
that  Johnson  presented  a  low 
risk  for  suicide  or  for  hurting 
anyone else.
  Johnson  was  “not  acutely  at 
risk  for  harm  to  self  or  others,” 
according  to  a  medical  record 
from a visit on Aug. 15, 2014. The 
patient  was  “not  felt  to  be  psy-
chotic  by  presentation  or  by  ob-
servation.”
  The  reservist  who  specialized 
in  carpentry  and  masonry  told 
health  care  providers  he  had 
lower  back  pain  and  was  avoid-
ing  “crowds  of  people  and when 
in  the  public,  scanning  the  area 
for  danger,  noting  all  the  exits, 
watching everyone’s actions.”
  “I  feel  like  I  can’t  trust  all  of 
these  strangers  around  me,” 
Johnson  told  his  doctor,  who 
noted that he had taken to drink-
ing  since  his  return  to  Dallas, 
consuming three to four shots of 
vodka  up  to  three  times  a week. 
“It’s  hard  for  me  to  be  around 
other  people  and  I  am  so  angry 
and irritable.”

  Records  from  the Aug.  15  visit 
state  that  Johnson  described  his 
childhood  as  “stressful.”  His  re-
sponses  to  a  section  of  the  form 
titled  “Sexual/Physical/Emotion-
al Abuse History” were  redacted. 
Johnson was also advised  to  talk 

with  a  health  care  worker  about 
erectile dysfunction.
  Johnson was  prescribed  a mus-
cle relaxant, an antidepressant and 
anti-anxiety and sleep medication, 
and  a  nurse  offered  him  tips  on 
managing anger, records show.

This photo posted on Facebook shows Micah Johnson, who was a suspect in 
the slayings of five law enforcement officers, in Dallas, July 7, 2016.
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 Now that the 2016 Rio Olympics 
are officially over, it’s safe to say 
that the United States dominated 
in two specific areas. 
 The first area is the sports them-
selves. Hundreds of U.S. athletes 
came away with a total of 121 med-
als, 51 more than second-place Chi-
na in the overall count. According 
to Team USA’s official website, 
that’s the most medals won 
since the 1984 Olympics, 
where the U.S. earned 174. 
 But all of that gold, sil-
ver and bronze is looking 
a little tarnished from the 
second area for which 
this country has a 
knack: causing em-
barrassing, unac-
ceptable interna-
tional scandals. 
 On Aug. 14, 
U.S. swimmer 
Ryan Lochte claimed 
that he and three other 
swimmers — Gunnar Bentz, Jack 
Conger and Jimmy Feigen — were 
robbed at gunpoint in Rio de Janei-
ro. Lochte confirmed that assail-
ants posing as police had stopped 
their taxi en route back to the 
Olympic Village from the France 
house early that morning with TO-
DAY’s Billy Bush, after members 
of the International Olympic Com-
mittee denied that such an event 
took place. 
 As it turns out, the IOC was right. 
 Brazilian police began investigat-
ing Lochte’s claims early last week. 
They found that rather than being 
robbed of his money with a pistol 
to his forehead — a detail that one 
would think he could never fabri-

cate because of its severity and se-
riousness — he was involved in van-
dalizing property at a gas station. 
 According to an interview with 
NBC’s Matt Lauer that aired dur-
ing the primetime Olympics, secu-
rity guards pulled a gun on Lochte 
and the other swimmers, who were 
intoxicated, after they destroyed a 

restroom and demanded that 
the swimmers pay for said 

damages before leaving. 
 Lochte’s actions here will 
forever be a dark smudge 
on the 2016 Olympics. 
In 20 years, people will 

think back and re-
member the imma-

ture actions of 
a 32-year-old 
swimmer and 
the chaos he 
caused rather 
than the games 

themselves. Fabricat-
ing this kind of story 

is an incredibly selfish move by 
Lochte made because he either was 
too inebriated to clearly remember 
the events of the night or was too 
scared to claim responsibility for 
his actions. 
 Either way, the U.S. Olympic 
athletes who competed in these 
games at such a high level, won 
medals and behaved appropri-
ately — such as Allyson Felix, 
whose only “Scandal” was that 
she visited the set of the Olivia 
Pope show — will always be par-
tially eclipsed by Lochte’s poor 
decision making. And that’s cer-
tainly not fair. 
 Perhaps even worse beyond that 
is Lochte’s response to the mess. 

Even after coming clean in his in-
terview with Lauer, the heavily-
decorated Olympic swimmer still 
had a difficult time owning up to 
what he did. 
 When asked why he used the 
word “victims” in a previous in-
terview when the police were re-
ferring to the swimmers as van-
dals, Lochte responded with, “It’s 
how you want to make it look 
like. Whether you call it a rob-
bery, whether you call it extortion 
or us paying just for the damages, 
like, we don’t know. All we know 
is that there was a gun pointed in 
our direction, and we were de-
manded to give money.” 
 This quote came after Lochte 
admitted he “over-exaggerated” 
having a gun pointed to his fore-
head and flat-out told Lauer, 
“That didn’t happen.” 
 Mario Andrada, a spokesperson 
for the Rio Olympics organizing 
committee, said that Lochte and 
the other swimmers didn’t need 
to apologize because he under-
stood “that these kids were just 
trying to have fun.” 
 Considering that the young-
est swimmer of the group is 20, 
which legally does not qualify 
him as a “kid,” and considering 
that the group not only embar-
rassed the United States and its 
athletes but also Brazil, its people 
and its police, I’d say that Andra-
da is incorrect. A genuine apology 
beyond a sheepish interview is 
the least that Lochte can do. 

T
The most 
important 
thing is to 
enjoy your 
life, to be 

happy, it’s all 
that matters.
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 Earlier this month, Point Park 
University began mandating that 
its campus police officers wear 
body cameras while on patrol. This 
makes Point Park the first college in 
Pennsylvania to adopt such a policy.
 In the official announcement of 
this change, the university cited 
several reasons for the change, 
including people acting less ag-
gressive when recorded, a greater 
degree of accuracy in reports and 
improved protection for the cam-
pus officers from wrongful miscon-
duct accusations.
 With tensions between police and 
the general populace are at an all-
time high, this change is a welcome 
one. Protests — and even riots — 
have broken out over vague stories 
of police confrontations, such as 
those in Baltimore after the death 
of Freddie Gray last year, and it has 
become increasingly difficult to tell 
which side is speaking the truth.
 Along with this, cameras can 
help diffuse situations all on their 
own. A Point Park officer was able 
to stop a fight from breaking out 
merely by telling the participants 
that his camera was recording 
them, Police Chief Jeff Besong in 
an interview with 90.5 WESA.
 But should Duquesne Police fol-
low suit? After all, our quaint little 
campus so very rarely encounters 
major violent crime, and the police 
mostly deal with drunken students 
more than anything serious. It 
would be easy to write this off as a 
waste of money that could be better 
spent elsewhere.
 That is, until something does hap-
pen. While it might be hard to imagine 
a scenario where accusations of ex-
cessive force are thrown at Duquesne 
Police, whether true or false, it could 
happen. Such an incident could bring 
major scandal to the campus, sharply 
divide the student body and bring a 
plethora of other issues.
 It is always better to be safe than 
be sorry, as the saying goes. With 
the idea of body cameras becom-
ing ever more popular, perhaps it 
is time for Duquesne to join in. Af-
ter all, Pittsburgh police have had 
to use body cameras since 2014. 
Should we not hold our own police 
to the same standards?
 Beyond accountability, body 
cameras keep our own officers safe. 
Being told they are being recorded 
could discourage many would-be-
criminals.
 While police body cameras are not 
cheap, coming in at around $300 
minimum each, this is a worthy use of 
the money students give to Duquesne, 
one that will keep both them and their 
officers much safer for years to come.
 The world of law enforcement is 
evolving, and this is a great chance 
for our campus to get ahead of 
the curve and embrace the future. 
Until then, we are just waiting for 
something bad to happen for which 
we could have been prepared.



 For as long as I can remember, I’ve been 
fascinated with cars — to the point of obses-
sion. As the story goes, my first word (or at 
least one of the earliest) was “uck,” a toddler’s 
approximation of the name for all those awe-
some big rigs I saw on the highway. My col-
lection of Hot Wheels numbers well into the 
hundreds, and I can see four of them from the 
desk I currently sit at.
 On a daily basis, I spend hours on end reading 
all manner of news, features and writings dedi-
cated to the cult of the automobile. For what-
ever reason, that good ol’ American love of the 
car has engulfed my life, thoughts and dreams. 

Literally. I can’t turn it off, ever. In short: I like 
cars. A lot. Got it? Good. On to what matters.
 As you hopefully already read back on page 
one of this very paper, last Thursday, the ride-
sharing service Uber announced a partnership 
with Swedish automaker Volvo to bring a fleet 
of self-driving XC90 SUVs to Pittsburgh by the 
end of this month.
 On the surface, this might seem like a car 
enthusiast’s worst nightmare. Indeed, the 
prospect of self-driving cars can be disconcert-
ing. For me, cars represent a passion, freedom 
and connection to a machine that few other 
things in life can replicate. Giving up the abil-
ity to drive is the exact opposite of what I, and 
many like me, would ever want to do.
 That said, is this new move by Uber actu-

ally a sign that my version of the automotive 
apocalypse is coming? I’m not so sure it is.
 Pittsburgh is not new to Uber or the pros-
pect of autonomous cars roaming the hilly 
western Pennsylvania landscape. In early Feb-
ruary 2015, Uber announced a partnership 
with Carnegie Mellon University that resulted 
in the creation of the Uber Advanced Technol-
ogies Center, located just off of the university’s 
campus. Shortly thereafter, autonomous test 
cars started popping up on the city’s streets, 
with one of the first sightings by the Pittsburgh 
Business Times in May 2015.
 The difference with this latest announce-
ment, however, is that the fleet of Volvo’s 
won’t be piloting around engineers testing 
their latest developments. Instead, they’ll 
function as bona fide Ubers. As Bloomberg 
Businessweek reported the day of the an-
nouncement, customers in Pittsburgh will 
randomly pair with the self-driving Volvos 
during any normal use of the app.
 For the time being, any ride in one of the 
new cars will be free. Oh, and before anyone 
panics, there will be a human in the driver’s 
seat supervising, should anything go awry. 
This development is the first true commercial 
application of driverless cars in the country. 
Our robot overlords are coming, so to speak.
 Let’s hit pause for a second, though. There is 
an oft-made distinction among car enthusiasts 
between car culture and commuter culture. 
This is a prime example of the difference. Car 
culture is carving up a beautiful back road in a 
Porsche 911. Car culture is spending late nights 
out in the garage dropping a new motor into 
your old ‘69 Camaro. Car culture is loving the 

smell of race gas in the morning.
 Commuter culture is sitting in traffic. No-
body likes sitting in traffic.
 What self-driving cars — and by extension, 
the experiment Uber will be soon running 
in the Steel City — hope to do is alleviate the 
problems associated with commuter culture. 
In that same Bloomberg piece, Uber CEO Tra-
vis Kalanick said that he eventually expects the 
per-mile price of his ride-sharing service to fall 
below the cost of owning a private car. Follow 
the math, and it’s not hard to figure out where 
things might end up.
 Nevertheless, some autonomous cars doesn’t 
necessarily mean all autonomous cars. This is, 
after all, the United States of America, a country 
intertwined with the freedom and romance of 
the automobile. Prying that from our national 
identity won’t be an easy feat. Make no mistake, 
though: Autonomous cars are coming.
 And when that becomes a reality, people will 
move away from keeping a car for themselves. 
After all, if it’s cheap and easy to call up a robot 
car to take you where you need to go, what’s 
the need? That, in turn, means fewer cars on 
the road. Lighter traffic on the Fort Duquesne 
Bridge during rush hour. Pollution will de-
crease. And, crucially, so should accidents that 
so often lead to fatalities.
 For us car guys and girls, then, there’ll be 
more time and room to rip up that back road 
one last time before the sun dips below the hills.
 And that sounds like a pretty bright fu-
ture to me.

 I commute. Do you?
 Chances are, you do. After all, 
according to Duquesne’s Office of 
Commuter Affairs, commuters still 
make up the campus’ largest popu-
lation of students. And the trend 
doesn’t stop here.
 All across the nation, more and 
more students are choosing to live at 
home or off campus and commute 
to class each day rather than settling 
into traditional residence halls with 
easy access to campus life.
 A 2011 report from the U.S. De-
partment of Education found that 
75 percent of all college students are 
commuters. In 2013, U.S. News and 
World Report found that, of them, 
19 percent are incoming freshmen. 
It furthered its report in 2015 when 
it found 100 schools in the nation 
with 86 to 100 percent of their entire 
student populations commuting.
 Those schools weren’t just cy-
ber institutions and community 
colleges either. They ranged from 
small, private universities, like 
Calumet College of St. Joseph, to 
branches of the largest public uni-
versities in the nation, such as the 
City University of New York.
 With all this data, it’s obvious 
that college is rapidly changing. 
But why has the new decade also 
brought about a new trend?
 For many, forgoing college room 
and board has a lot to do with for-
going college room and board costs, 
which averaged $9,999 during the 
2014-15 school year, U.S. News re-

ported. This is much more than the 
cost of room and board during the 
2004-05 school year, which averaged 
$6,672, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics.
 According to Duquesne’s website, 
this year’s room and board ranges 
from $10,500 to $15,300, not includ-
ing Brottier apartments.
 Plain and simple, living on campus 
is expensive, so it’s no wonder stu-
dents are trying their hardest to avoid 
it. Even doing so for one semester can 
lessen debt by two months’ worth of a 
future starting salary.
 But aside from cost, there’s also 
the fact that the world is modernizing 
more rapidly than ever. Every day, 
new technology develops that makes 
taking online classes or completing 
school work at home much easier 
than moving to a college campus.
 Maybe if the campus was still the 
main source of scholarly knowl-
edge, traditional college housing 
wouldn’t be on such a decline. After 
all, if a student knows he’s going to 
need to check out library books and 
consult his professors three times 
per assignment, then he’s going to 
want to stay on campus.
 But since all the world’s knowledge 
is now at everyone’s fingertips, well, 
the physical college institution sim-
ply isn’t as necessary. A student can 
learn the same things about African 
elephants by doing a simple Google 
search as he/she would have by read-
ing a book. The only difference is that 
a Google search can be done anywhere 
at any time. But checking out some-
thing from the library? Not so much.
 Increased commuting is also due 

to urbanization and population 
increases still occurring in some 
places, U.S. News reported. There 
simply isn’t any room for some in-
stitutions to set up housing, leaving 
commuting as the only option.
 So the sudden increase in com-
muting students can be easily ex-
plained by the changes in the world 
occurring every day. But is such an 
increase beneficial?
 Feelings on this are mixed. Com-
plete College America, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to providing 
quality secondary education to all 
Americans, stated in its study “Time 
is the Enemy” that increased com-
muting can cause higher retention 
rates thanks to opening up avenues 
for students to try not to juggle too 
much alongside their academics.
 Others against commuting say 
that young people need the college 
experience in order to fully become 
adults. NBC News explains that hav-
ing a roommate, making friends, tak-
ing impromptu naps and trying to do 
assignments despite noise all help 
shape young adults into their future 
selves. Living off campus, however, 
makes most of this impossible, which 
could stunt social growth.
 I know that when I decided to 
commute, free housing, my own bed, 
home-cooked meals and thousands 
of saved dollars trumped any want of 
a “real” college experience. This was 
probably because I knew that I would 
end up joining clubs and making 
friends no matter where I lived, so 
“social stunting” was never a thought.
 The opportunity to have a job 
outside of the university also add-

ed to my desire to commute, never 
once becoming too much to handle 
with my workload. It simply gave 
me a little extra money – and thus 
a little extra freedom – to go ahead 
and do the things that I wanted.
 But everyone is different, which is 
why no one consensus can be had on 
the subject. I know I like to think that 
increased commuting is teaching 
more and more Americans how to be 
busy yet balanced, hopefully prepar-
ing them even more for the real world 
they’ll face once their studies end.

 However, for some, commut-
ing can be too much, so at the end 
of the day, every student has to 
do what feels right. If that means 
breaking free from the new trend, 
then so be it.
 To find out more about commut-
ing at Duquesne, visit the Office 
of Commuter Affairs in Student 
Union room 115.
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Along with saving money from not having to pay dorm fees, students who choose 
to commute are also spared the stress of dealing with the process of moving in. 

More students choosing to commute to school

Self-driving cars won’t ruin driving experience

Seth CuLP-reSSLer

features editor

CourteSy of uber

Uber will unleash a series of self-driving Volvo XC90 SUVs onto Pittsburgh roadways by the end of Au-
gust. This photograph is a depiction of what these brand new driverless cars will look like. 

Seth Culp-Ressler is a senior journalism major 
and can be reached at culpresslers@duq.edu. 
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Like an ice cream cone melting away in the swelter-
ing sun, summer disappeared as quickly as it ar-
rived.  Just because the season is coming to a close 

doesn’t mean the exploration and discovery of ice cream 
parlors has to end. There are quite a few Pittsburgh ice 
cream shops that are close to campus and can satisfy your 
sweet tooth. Here are five options found around the city 
that will have you screaming for ice cream like summer 
lasts forever.
 The Milkshake Factory in the South Side on 17th and 
East Carson is an ice cream and milkshake shop, as well as 
a chocolatier. This traditional sweets shop is a very common 
stop for Duquesne students and all South Side residents. Be-
tween their classic shakes like chocolate, vanilla and straw-
berry and their signature shakes like red velvet, PB&J and 
cupcake, no choice is a wrong one. Aside from their famous 
milkshakes, they also sell sundaes, sodas, candy and drinks. 
Stopping by this unique shop is a must if you find yourself 
wandering the streets in South Side.
 Ben & Jerry’s on Penn and 10th is an iconic branch. You 
haven’t really experienced the desires of the college lifestyle 
if you haven’t bought a pint of Ben & Jerry’s on a midnight 
snack run. However, that small amount of ice cream cannot 
compare to the wonders of the in-store Ben & Jerry’s experi-
ence. Run-of-the-mill ice cream flavors are neither Ben nor 
Jerry’s style. With unique flavors like Bourbon Brown But-
ter, Chocolate Therapy (all chocolate everything) and Phish 
Food (think chocolate ice cream, marshmallow, caramel and 
fudge), it’s no wonder most fans of the ice cream shop don’t 
tend to stick with the typical vanilla and chocolate. Sundaes, 
sorbets, smoothies and shakes are all options with which you 
can’t go wrong.

 Dream Cream Ice Cream has one of the most distinc-
tive missions of Pittsburgh’s ice cream shops (aside from 
serving delicious ice cream). The people who “work” at this 
parlor are actually volunteers and are raising money for a 
worthy cause that the Dream Cream team approved.  They 
will allow anyone with a valid cause for fundraising to give 
a portion of the money they make to a warranted charity. 
They scoop out dreams and ice cream. The goal is to sell ice 
cream and raise money for great foundations or charities, 
usually around the Pittsburgh area.  They serve more than a 
dozen “dream” flavors like birthday bash and coffee, as well 
as serving Pittsburgh’s communities. Ice cream just got a 
little sweeter, knowing you’re getting a tasty treat and help-
ing someone’s dream come true. Make sure to stop in to this 
sweet little shop on Liberty and 5th.

 Klavon’s Authentic 1920’s Ice Cream Parlor has 
everything you could want in an ice cream parlor, plus so 
much more. Not only are there unique and fun ice cream 
flavors, floats, sundaes, sodas and splits, they also serve 
paninis and soups. Why not make a meal out of your trip to 
Penn and 28th in the Strip District? However, if ice cream 
is what you seek, ice cream is what you will find. They 
first opened in 1923, closed for two decades from 1979 to 
1999, then reopened again. After over 70 years of sales, 
they know a thing or two about how to sell mouthwatering 
ice cream. Between coffee, blue monster (cookie dough ice 
cream and cookies and cream combined… yum!) and death 
by chocolate, their ice cream skills are impressive, having 
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Five ice cream shops that should be your ice cream stops

WestWard Bound: Moving out and Moving on

W elcome to the Continuing Mis-
adventures of a Displaced 
Duquesne Student, a series in 

which Features Editor Seth Culp-Ressler 
grapples with his newfound life off-cam-
pus. For the veterans of apartment life, 
feel free to laugh at his incompetence. For 
non-veterans, perhaps the mistakes he 
chronicles are valuable lessons.

Chapter One: The Move

 I’m sitting in the passenger seat of the 
moving truck, engine on, door open, face 
shoved as close as possible to the air con-
ditioning vent. As it turns out, moving 
into a third floor walkup in the middle of 
a heatwave isn’t the most enjoyable thing 
in the world.
 In my defense, I didn’t have much of a 
choice in the matter. I had to be back in 
Pittsburgh to start the year’s work for this 
fine publication known as The Duquesne 
Duke. The date was set, like it or not.
 I found myself cooling off in that seat a 
few hours and a few hundred miles away 
from where I woke up that morning, in 
my hometown of Lancaster County, Penn-
sylvania. Five hours of tunnels, endless 
straightaways and winding mountain pass-
es on the PA Turnpike — made tolerable 
by a constant stream of podcasts — led me 
to the crowded and cramped streets of the 
South Side Flats.
 Three days earlier I received word from 
U-Haul that the 10-foot truck I had re-

quested wasn’t going to be available for me 
to use. As it turns out, the beginning of the 
academic year is a high-volume time for 
renting moving trucks. In retrospect, that 
isn’t too surprising. After all, I can’t be the 
only one moving, right? We’re all just try-
ing to get where we’re going.
 So, instead of a reasonable-for-my-
amount-of-stuff 10-foot truck, I was gift-
ed a 15-foot monster. Now, to be fair, the 
name isn’t quite representative of the size 
jump. I was actually dealing with two and 
a half feet more in length and just under a 
foot and a half more width.
 On the open expanses of the Turnpike, 

this was no issue. Check your mirrors. 
Watch as far down the road as possible. 
Stick to the right lane. Check your mirrors. 
Rinse. Repeat.
 A foot and a half more width is a differ-
ent beast when trying to squeeze between 
two street-parked cars on a one-way South 
Side alleyway. It’s truly a miracle that no 
rearview mirrors met an untimely, U-Haul-
induced demise that day.
 Of course, getting to the apartment was 
only half of the battle. A U-Haul is great 
for its efficiency in moving all your junk 
but incredibly inefficient when it’s time to 
find a place to park the thing. Double that 

fact since it was a 95 degree Saturday and 
everybody was home, inside, cars parked 
where I would have loved to plop my over-
sized metal box.
 Luckily, I had a plan. With the help of 
Google Streetview (note: my roommate 
found and toured this apartment. I had 
never even been on the street before) I 
knew that directly to our building’s left was 
a small driveway. “No Parking” signs tried 
to stave off any ideas, but, hey, we’d only be 
there for an hour.
 That was fine until an employee of the 
business we currently blocked came in to 
work. Yet — and I will be eternally thankful 
for this — he was feeling nice and gave us 
half an hour to stay. Of course, this meant 
my roommate and I had to finish the job, 
which was already taking its toll, under a 
deadline. During the hottest part of the 
day. During a heat wave.
 I’ll spare you the details, but needless to say 
the following thirty minutes consisted of copi-
ous amounts of sweat, insufficient hydration 
and an undeniable certainty that Saturday, 
August 13, 2016 was the day I would die.
 Yet, as evidenced by these very words, 
that fate (somehow) didn’t happen. We 
managed to get all my belongings inside, 
and my reservations about fitting a bulky 
couch up the narrow staircases were even 
proven wrong.
 By 1:30 a.m. I was unpacked, organized 
and beyond tired. Against all odds, my 
“Great Moving Nightmare” was done. I was 
relieved as my head hit the pillow. That is, 
until I realized that I still had to figure out 
how to survive in this alien-to-me life of 
complete independence.
 That, however, is a story for another time.

Pittsburgh Ice Cream Company is one of the best choices for those in search of more eclectic ice cream flavors suited to the seasons.

Kailey love/photo editoR

Seth Culp-ReSSleR/FeatuReS editoR

see ICE CREAM— page 12
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A change at the top for Duquesne women’s lacrosse

 Lisa Evans, who has spent the last seven 
seasons as an assistant in the program, 
was named the third head lacrosse coach 
in Duquesne history by athletic director 
Dave Harper on August 22.
 After 11 seasons as the head coach of 
Duquesne’s women’s lacrosse team, Mike 
Scerbo stepped away from coaching and 
accepted a job as the assistant athletic di-
rector for compliance. 
 “I couldn’t be more proud of having Lisa 

as my successor,” Scerbo said. “Having 
put 11 years of my life into this program 
and building it up to where it is, I know it’s 
going to be in great hands. Lisa is a quality 
individual, a great coach and has a lot of 
energy to bring to these kids.”

 For Evans, 2017 will mark her first year 
as a head coach at the collegiate level. She 
spent four years as an assistant coach at 
nearby Robert Morris University prior to 
becoming an assistant coach and the of-
fensive coordinator for the Dukes for sev-
en years. 
 “I was really excited,” Evans said. “Ob-
viously a little bit nervous, but it’s that 
nervous ball of energy that drives you 
and forces you to do something that you 
might not think you are ready for, but in 
the long run, it’s the right move and it’s 
the next step in my career. I’m just ready 

to get to work.”
 Evans will have quite the legacy to carry 
on following in the path of Scerbo, who 
finished his career on “the Bluff” with 
a 109-82 record — securing his place as 
the winningest coach in the history of 

Duquesne lacrosse. 
 Additionally, the Dukes’ are currently 
amidst a streak of six-straight appearanc-
es in the A-10 tournament. Last year they 
entered as the conference’s No. 3 seed 
before getting upset by the No. 6 seeded 
Richmond Spiders in the opening round.
 “I hope to pick up right where we left 
off,” Evans said. “The goal was making 
it to the A-10 tournament championship 
game and I think the whole team is upset 
with the way we ended last year so early. 
So right now with me and the senior class, 
the thought is to pick up right where we 
left off and make it to the next game and 
then to the finals.”
 Due to the fact that she has been a part 
of the program for the past seven years, 
Evans explained that many things within 
the program would stay the same, but she 
would also add her own coaching elements 
to the mix. 
 Some of the things Evans plans to im-
plement with her new team include an 
increase in individual stick work and 
player development. She hopes to really 
break down the game for her players, so 
that they are ready to go when they play 
against the highest level of competition. 
In the end, Evans is extremely grateful for 
the time she spent coaching under Scerbo. 
 “Working with him has been incred-
ible. He has taught me so much about the 
game,” Evans said. “But everything that 
Mike has taught me, I can’t really put it 
into words. He’s a great mentor. He’s a 
good friend. He helped me not just on the 
field, but with things outside of lacrosse 
and life decisions. I couldn’t have asked 
for a better mentor.” 
 For Scerbo, the decision to move on was 
centered around family. He and his wife, 
Jessica, have two young kids, one six and 
the other two, whom he hopes to spend 

more time with now that his coaching 
endeavors, which he began back in 1996, 
have come to an end. 
 He believes the change will let him live a 
more “normal life,” now that he no longer 
has to travel for recruiting and games and 
is excited by the opportunity to watch his 
kids grow up and play sports. However, 
Scerbo doesn’t deny the fact that he will 
surely miss the game.
 “The two things I’m going to miss the 
most are — number one — the kids. The 
daily interaction with them, working with 
them to help them achieve their goals,” 
Scerbo said. “And then, of course, being a 
competitor, I am going to miss being on 
the sidelines during those games and the 
competitive atmosphere of game day. It’s 
not something that you can create in an 
office setting.”
 Scerbo was officially named the assis-
tant athletic director for compliance on 
August 22 by Harper.
 “Mike has been an outstanding coach 
for us, and now we look forward to him 
shifting to the administrative team,” said 
Harper in a release. “He is a man of un-
questioned integrity and character. Mike 
will be a tremendous asset to our compli-
ance efforts and also will be able to assist 
with a smooth transition for our lacrosse 
program.”
 Scerbo expresses a similar excitement 
about beginning his new job and having 
the ability to impact all 400-plus student 
athletes on campus.
 “I think it’s an opportunity to do some-
thing different and have a broader impact 
on the athletic department as a whole,” 
Scerbo said. “The opportunity to work 
with Dave Harper and Rick Christensen 
in compliance and learn and grow as a 
professional in athletic administration is 
something that I can’t wait to get started.”

Andrew HolmAn

sports editor

Coach Scerbo has spent the past 11 seasons in charge of Duquesne lacrosse, but he is stepping away 
from the field and into the athletics department. Former asst. Lisa Evans was promoted to head coach. 

Robinson deemed A-10 Scholar Athlete of the Year
nAtAlie fiorilli

asst. sports editor

courtesy of duquesne AtHletics

courtesy of duquesne AtHletics

 Even as a graduate, former Duquesne 
women’s basketball guard April Robinson 
continues to add to her impressive colle-
giate resume — with her latest accolade be-
ing named the Atlantic 10 Scholar Athlete 
of the Year.
 The award is received by one female and 
one male student-athlete representing the 
Atlantic 10 Conference each year.
 Before Robinson, the only Duquesne stu-
dent-athlete given the honor was Duquesne 
women’s basketball great, Korie Hlede, who 
won the award in 1998. Upon the announce-
ment of the award, head coach Dan Burt ex-
pressed his pride in Robinson not only for 
her ability on the court, but also her success 
in the classroom.
  “April  is  the  definition  of  student  ath-
lete,”  Burt  said.  “She  is  one  of  the  finest 
young women who have ever walked the 
Bluff as a student. Her work in the class-
room and on the court will be a template for 
future generations of students and student-
athletes. April gave her greatest effort every 
day and her success is the product of that 
work ethic.”
 In her career with the Dukes, Robinson 
established herself as the program’s all-time 
3-point leader, knocking down 239 in her 
four years. She also holds a Duquesne record 

for most starts at 129 total. 
 On top of these statistical marks, the for-
mer Duquesne guard was named A-10 Con-
ference Co-Player of the Year, was an A-10 
First-Team All-Conference selection, a Li-
eberman  Award  finalist  and  the  Duquesne 
Female Student-Athlete of the Year — just to 
name a few.
  In her final season on the Bluff, Robinson 
led the Dukes in the following categories: 
points  (508),  points  per  game  (14.9),  field 
goal attempts (13.3 per game), 3-pointers 
(75), assists (217), steals (63) and minutes 

played (1,197). 
 Additionally, Robinson racked up a triple 
double (17 points, 10 rebounds, 11 assists) 
against Dayton last season, which was just 
the third recorded in program history.
 She was one of three members of the win-
ningest class in Duquesne women’s bas-
ketball history and led the Dukes to their 
first-ever A-10 Tournament Championship 
game, NCAA Tournament and victory in the 

Big Dance.
 On top of her accomplishments as an ath-
lete, she also managed to graduate Cum Laude 
in December of 2015, finishing her undergrad-
uate business degree in less than four years.
 “It goes to show that your performance in 
the classroom is also recognized aside from 
your performance on the hardwood,” Rob-
inson said. “Focusing in school allowed me 
to learn necessary skills that enabled me to 
become a better athlete.”
 The Duquesne graduate explained that be-
ing selected for this award was a big honor, 

especially with it being a conference-wide 
achievement.
 Now Robinson is making the transition 
from student-athlete to a staff member for the 
University of Pittsburgh’s women’s basketball 
team, while also working to earn a graduate de-
gree. For Robinson, coaching has always been a 
goal, and this position could jumpstart her ca-
reer on the floor.
 “This is a new chapter in my career and I am 
ready to broaden my knowledge of the game,” 
Robinson said. 

“April gave her greatest effort 
every day and her success is the 

product of that work ethic.”
— women’s basketball coach dan burt

Former Duquesne point guard April Robinson sets up the offense in the First Round of the 2016 NCAA 
Tournament at the University of Connecticut. Robinson was recently recognized by the A-10.
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The best storylines from the 2016 Rio Olympics
 On Sunday, Aug. 21, the world said 
goodbye to the 2016 Rio Summer Olym-
pics through a colorful closing ceremony 
which included carnival dancers, Brazilian 
balao music and torrential downpours. 
 Before we start looking toward the 2020 
Tokyo games, let’s look back on some of 
the top stories from Rio. 

Bolt Strikes Again

 Usain Bolt, a Jamaican sprinter, cel-
ebrated his last Olympics by winning gold 
in all three events in which he competed. 
The world’s fastest man placed first in the 
4x100-meter relay, along with the individ-
ual 100 and 200-meter. 

 The 11-time World Champion completed 
a triple-triple with his three gold medals 
in three consecutive Olympics and enter-
tained the world with his exuberant fin-
ishes, including Bolt waving a finger at 
Canada’s Andre De Grasse as he tried to 
make a pass. 
 You simply can’t beat the fastest man alive.
 

Phelps Reigns Supreme

 Michael Phelps, a swimmer for Team 
USA, became the most decorated Olym-
pian in history while in Rio. 
 The 31-year-old won five more medals in 
his fifth and last Olympic Games, bringing 
his total to 28 medals, with 23 being gold. 
 Phelps also broke a 2,000-year-old 
record when he earned his 13th individ-
ual gold medal. Previously, Leonidas of 
Rhodes, a runner who competed from 164 
to 152 BCE, held the record with 12 indi-
vidual gold medals.

Zenoorin Makes History

  No woman has ever won an Olympic 
medal for Iran. Until now.
 Kimia Alizadeh Zenoorin defeated Swe-
den’s Nikita Glasnostic 5-1 for bronze in 
the taekwondo under 57kg division.
 “I am so happy for Iranian girls because 
it is the first medal and I hope at the next 
Olympics we will get a gold,” the 18-year-
old said after falling to the ground and 
kissing the mat. 

America’s Golden Girl 

 American gymnast Simone Biles, is a 
typical 19-year-old girl. She’s heading off 
to college, obsessed with Zac Efron and 
she’s won five Olympic medals. OK, maybe 
not so typical.
 Biles won four gold medals at her 
first Olympic appearance, taking first 
in the individual all around event, team 

competition, vault and the floor ex-
ercise. She also received bronze for her 
work on the beam.
 
 Olympic Spirit Shines 

 The Olympics celebrate impeccable feats 
of athleticism, but sometimes it’s not the 
event that steals the show. 
 During the 5,000-meter preliminary race, 
New Zealand’s Nikki Hamblim fell, bringing 
down America’s Abbey D’Agostino. 
 In a true act of Olympic spirit, 
D’Agostino helped Hamblim up and they 
continued to run. However, D’Agostino, 
who was injured during the fall, couldn’t 
keep up and encouraged a worried Ham-
blim to keep going. 
 It was later discovered that D’Agostino 
suffered a torn ACL and meniscus and a 
strained MCL. 
 The pair did not win gold, silver or 
bronze, but they did receive an even 
more prestigious medal. Hamblim and 
D’Agostino received the Pierre de Cou-
bertin Medal, or the International Fair 
Play Committee Award, which is given to 
athletes who exemplify the Olympic spirit. 
The medal has only been awarded 17 times 
in Olympic history.
 The 2016 Rio Olympics showcased some all-
time Olympic performances that put the world 
in awe. Rio had the storylines and it had the big 
names, but most of all, it united the globe for a 
few short weeks. It inspired kids to chase their 
dreams  just  as  the  Olympians  were  fulfilling 
their own. Brazil delivered quite the spectacle in 
2016 and now it’s South Korea’s turn to try and 
capture the hearts of millions across the globe 
when they host the Winter Olympics in 2018.

DU women’s soccer kicks off 2016 campaign
Andrew HolmAn

sports editor

 Defending a title is never easy, but it’s the 
ultimate goal of every championship team. 
That is no different for the Duquesne wom-
en’s soccer program. 
 As the Dukes begin their quest to defend 
their Atlantic 10 Championship, there is one 
key thing they must keep in mind — they 
won’t be surprising anyone this season. 
 Last November, after a 10-9 regular sea-
son, the Dukes shocked many around the 
A-10 Conference by defeating the tourna-
ment’s No. 2 seed Dayton in the opening 
round. The No. 7 seed Duquesne drew a 
boost  of  confidence  from  that  match  and 
rolled through the tournament all the way to 
their first ever A-10 title.
 Now, the Red & Blue have a target on their 
backs. Everyone in the conference is gun-
ning for them. Even their non-conference 
opponents won’t sleep on them because ev-
ery opposing coach on the schedule knows 
what they accomplished a year ago.
 What this means for the Dukes is that they 
need to be on top of their game each and ev-
ery night. Nobody is going to look at them 
as just another team on the schedule. They 
have to bring it. 
 Bring it is exactly what they did Sunday 
night versus city-rival Pittsburgh in their 
first road contest of the season, in which 
they defeated the Panthers 2-0. Sopho-
more Katie O’Connor and junior Malea 
Fabean scored the two goals. Senior Cyd-
ney Staton and sophomore Casey Aunkst 

assisted on those respective goals.
  It was a great bounce-back performance 
after  the  Dukes  came  out  relatively  flat  in 
their season opener against Central Michi-
gan, in which they seemed to experience a 
bit of a championship hangover. 
 The Dukes mustered up 12 shots in the 
contest with the Chippewas, but only four 
of those shots (.333) were on frame. In con-
trast,  against  the Panthers, Duquesne fired 
10 shots at their opposition but a much more 
impressive seven of those shots (.700) were 
on goal. 
 The problem for the Dukes in the home 
opener against Central Michigan was their 
lack of cohesion offensively. The Dukes 
were not connecting on their passes in the 
attacking  half  of  the  field  and  relied  solely 
on O’Connor and junior Linnea Faccenda to 
make things happen on their own with their 
foot skills. 
 In the battle with Pittsburgh, the Dukes 
were able to create much better chances 
due to a better team performance. That 
was evident by the two goals, which both 
came off of assists. In 2015, the Dukes as-
sisted on a staggering 31 out of their 35 
goals for the season, which put them at an 
89 percent mark. Clearly, this is a program 
that has relied on their passing to lead to 
success and that will need to be the case 
once again in 2016. 
 With the absence of the 2015 senior class, 
the Red & Blue with have to replace nine 
goals and 11 assists from last year, which 
means the talented freshman and sopho-
more classes will need to step up even more 

offensively in 2016.
 In the opener versus Central Michigan, 
the passing was not clean, and it led to a loss. 
In their second contest with the Panthers, it 
was a much different story, and it led them 

to their first win in 2016. 
 The Dukes will go wherever their passes 
lead them this season. Whether it will be 
consistently good enough to defend their 
conference title has yet to be determined.

BryAnnA mcdermott

asst. photo editor

Sophomore defender Casey Aunkst recorded an assist Sunday night against the University of Pittsburgh 
in the Dukes’ 2-0 victory. With the win, the Dukes moved to 1-1-0 in non-conference play. 

Michael Phelps celebrates winning the gold medal 
in the men’s 200-meter individual medley.

Canada’s Andre De Grasse, left, and Bolt smile 
during a men’s 200-meter semifinal.

Simone Biles and Aly Raisman take gold and sil-
ver, respectively, in the all-around competition. 

courtesy of duquesne AtHletics
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Savor Pittsburgh
Aug. 25 5 p.m.

Pittsburgh’s finest chefs will meet 
up at Stage AE on the North-
shore with some of their best 

recipes to compete for the “Dish 
of the Year” award. Tickets start 
at $75. For more information to 

this all ages event, visit
promowestlive.com.

Kublai Khan
Aug. 29 5:30 p.m.

Praised as having one of the 
best albums of 2014 by Alterna-
tive Press, the metal band will be 
performing at the Smiling Moose 
bar on the South Side. Tickets 

start at $12. For more information 
to this event, visit

druskyentertainment.com.

upcoming
releases

Micro
review

“Master of Orion: 
Conquer the Stars”

Aug. 25
A reboot of the classic 4X strat-
egy game, “Conquer the Stars” 

will feature 10 playable races and 
a star-studded voice cast, includ-
ing Mark Hamill, Robert Englund 
and Troy Baker. The game will 
be released exclusively for PC 

and will cost $49.99.

“Resident Evil 4”
Aug. 30

The genre-defying entry in the 
famous survival-horror franchise 

will be re-released for a new 
generation of consoles. Experi-

ence the first step “Resident Evil” 
took into the third-person shooter 
genre all over again. The game 
will be released for Xbox One 
and PlayStation 4. It will cost 

$19.99.

“The Paper Magician”
Charlie N. Holmberg

“Origami birds that actually fly. 
Paper airplanes that can carry 

passengers. At times lighthearted 
fun, at other times dark, ‘The 

Paper Magician’ is always 
engaging. The book follows 

the adventures of young paper 
magic apprentice Ceony Twill 

as she struggles to find her way 
in Holmberg’s imaginative and 
magical 19th century London.”

— Kaye Burnet

‘Metroid’ spins-off to disappointment

It’s rare that a video game is 
despised upon announcement, 
but “Metroid Prime: Federa-

tion Force” was the target of mas-
sive fan backlash. After the con-
troversial last entry in the series, 
“Metroid: Other M,” most gamers 
were likely expecting a more tradi-
tional, back-to-form game.
 What they got was a multiplayer 
first-person shooter, lacking the 
exploration and isolated atmo-
sphere the previous games pro-
moted. Perhaps the biggest blas-
phemy was the fact that the main 
character of the game would not 
be long-time series protagonist 
Samus Aran, but instead a face-
less, generic space marine.
 However, now that the game is 
finally out, is it as bad as fans are 
making it out to be?
 Eh… kind of.
 Taking place at an indetermi-
nate point in the “Metroid Prime” 
trilogy, “Federation Force” follows 
a squad of Federation marines as 
they combat the insidious Space 
Pirates using experimental mech-
armor. Similar to “Metroid Prime 
3,” the game’s story spans multiple 

planets, each with their own envi-
ronmental hazards and enemies.
 And this is where the similarities 
to the previous games end. Instead 
of going in alone, the game encour-
ages players to team up with three 
friends to tackle the campaign’s 
missions, which are small, objec-
tive-oriented and a far cry from the 
open world exploration “Metroid” 
is known for. Gone are the cool up-
grades found in hidden spots,the 
lore entries found via scanning and 
the minimalistic plot.
 Instead, there is a boring stream 
of passive mods that just do not 
have the wow factor of upgrades 
like the Screw Attack or Ice Beam 

and overly intrusive cut scenes 
that explain every facet of the story 
that the game possibly can, leaving 
nothing up to the imagination.
 This is invariably going to disap-
point the legions of “Metroid” fans 
out there. But to the casual gamer, 
or someone new to the series, there 
is a good deal of fun to be had.
 To Nintendo’s credit, they did a 
great job converting the first per-
son shooter game style to the 3DS. 
The use of a lock-on helps alleviate 
the difficulties of only having one 
control stick, while the handheld’s 
gyroscope can be used to aim at 
angles.
 The only major complaints I had 

was that tilting the console to get 
difficult shots often made the 3D 
screens hard to see, resulting in 
a bad case of double vision. Fur-
ther, tapping the fire button always 
seemed to mess up my aim when 
my 3DS was tilted, as the handheld 
rocked in my hand with each but-
ton press.
 The game does heavily encour-
age playing with more than one 
person. There is an option to play 
by yourself, with the game giving 
you increased armor and fire pow-
er to compensate, but this did little 
to alleviate the difficulties. Often 
you’ll find yourself facing too many 
enemies, or the bosses will have so 
much health that battles are over-
whelming and overly long. Bottom 
line: find a friend.
 All of this leads to one conclusion: 
“Federation Force” is NOT a game 
for core “Metroid” fans. It is a spin-
off, with only surface-level similari-
ties to the “Metroid Prime” games. 
Regrettably this means it could not 
have come out at a worse time.
 While it is okay for the “Mario” 
and “Zelda” franchises to have 
spin-offs, those series have fre-
quent entries in the core game line. 
It has been six years since the last 

Sean Ray

a&e editor

‘No Man’s Sky’ ruined by hype culture

On Dec. 9, 2013, Hello Games’ Sean 
Murray unveiled to the world an ex-
citing and unprecedented vision. Cre-

ated by a team of only four developers, the first 
trailer for “No Man’s Sky,” advertised space 
exploration on a never-before-seen scale. The 
procedurally-generated universe, according to 
Murray, offered approximately 18 quintillion 
planets, each with their own unique ecosystem 
and events. Exploration was the name of the 
game, instantly grabbing the attention of gam-
ers and critics alike.
 For roughly three years, “No Man’s Sky” accu-
mulated countless awards, including E3 2014’s 
“Best Original Game” — an impressive feat for 
an indie title. With every conference and award 
show, footage of “No Man’s Sky” cast large 
shadows over other games and announcements, 
dominating articles, podcasts and forums. The 
gaming world could not wait to pilot their star-
ships across the immense universe.
 Two weeks ago, Hello Games released their 
magnum opus to the masses. At long last, “No 
Man’s Sky” was no longer confined to short 
snippets at yearly events.
 Naturally, with a game receiving that much 
praise and coverage, one should expect it to get 
perfect scores across the board, right?
 Not exactly.
 Critic reviews for “No Man’s Sky” were me-
diocre at best, with the average score resting 
at 71 of 100 on metacritic.com. That number is 
impressive compared to the user scores, which 
currently reside at 4.9/10 and 53 percent for 
metacritic.com and Steam respectively. These 
should pose an important question for many 
consumers: how could this have possibly hap-

pened?
 From its first reveal, Hello Games’ creation 
was essentially doomed to fail. While the game 
itself may be graphically stunning, or even tech-
nically entertaining, the ridiculous amount of 
hype surrounding this title meant that it could 
never meet the expectations of critics and gam-
ers. Promised features became nothing more 
than gross exaggerations created by the com-
munity, and to an extent, Murray himself.
 Noticing the false assumptions about his title, 
Murray attempted to confirm the assets of his 
game. However, the damage was already done. 
Features within “No Man’s Sky” could no lon-
ger exist as an actuality. What began as a space 
simulator crafted for fans of the genre, suddenly 
turned into a space simulator crafted by fans of 
the genre.

 Unfortunately, when gamers began traversing 
across planets, the sheer lack of supposed con-
tent became present. There is no base building, 
there are no massive monsters carving paths 
on different worlds and space battles are noth-
ing more than quick excursions between small 
groups of fighters.
 “No Man’s Sky” is not the only title to be 
marred by insane amounts of hype. Bungie’s 
massively multiplayer online shooter “Destiny” 
promised rich worlds full of lore and procedur-
ally generated events. Trailers shown during 
conferences highlighted some of these interac-
tions, showcasing an ever-evolving story. How-
ever, when the game released on Sept. 9, 2014, 
none of these elements were present. While the 

GRant StoneR

the duquesne duke

CouRteSy of nintendo

“Federation Force” is the first entry in the “Metroid” series not to star Samus 
Aran. Instead, players take control of a Galactic Federation space marine.

CouRteSy of Hello GameS

First announced in 2013, “No Man’s Sky” promised a near-infinite universe for players to discover. Unfor-
tunately, many gamers were underwhelmed with the final product, leading to low user reviews.

see HYPE — page 11

see METROID — page 12
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‘Fear the Walking Dead’ offers introspective view

Summer break has come and gone, 
but “Fear the Walking Dead” is just 
getting started with its second mid-

season premiere. Emerging from the ashes 
of an explosive finale, the latter half of this 
season promises more character introspec-
tion and a host of new threats.
 Last May saw the group’s latest safe zone 
going up in flames, Strand mercy-killing 
his lover and Madison presumably murder-
ing Celia. In the ensuing chaos, the group 
splits in three — with Daniel apparently 
dead after incinerating Celia’s imprisoned 
horde. The show now focuses on Nick as he 
journeys into the unknown, with only out-
laws and the undead to keep him company.
 Here is a spoiler-heavy rundown of Epi-
sode 8, “Grotesque.”

The Good
 Atmosphere remains one of FTWD’s top 
strengths. With a blazing sun overhead, dis-
orienting heatwaves across long stretches 
of road, a low-key soundtrack and minimal 
dialogue, the episode maintains a disquiet-
ing mood. The open desert does not hide 
much visually, but that ironically invites a 
sense of uncertainty for Nick’s travels.
 The survivalist scenes peppered through-
out are nice touches that add to the epi-
sode’s believability. Dehydrated and des-
perate, Nick resorts to eating a cactus and 
drinking his own urine. He steals the belt 
off of a walker to tie up a bleeding leg, pain-
fully dragging it behind him as he struggles 

to move forward.
 The audience can almost vicariously ex-
perience the way he succumbs to heat ex-
haustion; drenched in blood and sweat af-
ter several scenes walking and running in 
the oppressive sun, Nick convincingly stag-
gers and collapses backward in the middle 
of the road. His vulnerability is enough to 
make us wonder if he will really make it to 
his destination.
 Relatedly, Nick’s hallucinatory scene 
while amidst a walker herd is surprisingly 
well-done, given how absurd the situation 
is. Covered in guts to mask his scent, he 
travels with the uncomely group for safe-
ty. He then starts to imagine that they are 
calling out to him, promising to take him 
home. The scene provides some foundation 
for his growing obsession with the living 
dead, but it also reinforces an underlying 
complex for Nick as a character: that he 
feels perpetually displaced from the world 
around him.

The OK
 Flashbacks are considerably better han-
dled in FTWD than in “The Walking Dead,” 
which made odd usage of black-and-white 
sequences in season 6. Comparatively, FT-
WD’s transitions are seamless.
 The episode attempts to explain how 
Nick’s personal problems have a lot to do 
with his absentee father. However, not 
once do we actually see his portrayal in the 
series. While this helps reinforce his bla-
tant absence, it also makes it hard to sym-
pathize with Nick’s complicated relation-
ship with his parent before his death.
 This narrative move is in stark contrast to 
Madison’s attempts to reach out to Nick in 

earlier episodes. Given that we have known 
of his father’s death since the start of the 
series, the flashbacks seem like asides. The 
series will have to do more in later episodes 
to convince the audience that the relation-
ship carried any real weight on Nick’s char-
acter development.

The Ugly
 It would not be a “Walking Dead” episode 
if someone did not die for inane reasons 
that could have been easily avoided. Nick 
encounters a group of drive-by gunmen 
twice, and their second meeting comes off 

as a writing snafu. The gunmen stop their 
vehicle at a comfortable distance from 
Nick’s walker herd as they get out to shoot 
at them. One gunman recognizes Nick, but 
in his eagerness to shoot, he drops his bul-
lets. Instead of heading back to the car, 
he clumsily reaches down and reloads be-
fore getting overwhelmed by the sluggish 
group. A second gunman, standing farther 
off, suffers a similar fate.
 While on the subject of grisly killings, 
it should be noted that this is not an epi-
sode for diehard animal lovers. Nick gets 
attacked by a pair of feral dogs and later 
watches them get torn apart by walkers. 
Cue fake, half-devoured dog carcasses. On 
a shock-value scale, the scene registers low 
to moderate. The moment is about as liter-
ally “ugly” as it gets in the episode, which 
is a good note for a franchise plagued by 
overly gruesome, and laughably dramatic 
death scenes.

The End
 After meeting a group of survivors, Nick 
ends his long journey as a guest at another 
safe zone — again inhabited by people with 
a deep respect for the undead. The camera 
pans out to reveal the modest compound 
bathed in sunlight. The moment is clearly 
a happy one for Nick, who finally seems to 
have found his way “home.” But the opti-
mism comes at a dangerous price. As his 
delusions are further enabled, Nick’s fam-
ily may very well lose him entirely. The un-
settling end of this premiere signals a dire 
new chapter for the divided group, and it 
remains to be seen whether they will re-
united by season’s end. Episode 9, “Los 
Muertos” airs on Sunday at 9 p.m.

niCole PRieto

staff  writer

‘The Little Prince’ makes a valiant, but failed effort

E ffort can count for a lot in a film, and “The Little Prince” 
certainly has a lot of effort put into it. The 2015 movie, 
directed by Mark Osborne, is the most ambitious at-

tempt to adapt the well-known and beloved story by Antoine 
de Saint-Exupéry, but that does not make it necessarily good. 
Rather, “The Little Prince” is perhaps the most exceptionally 
above-average film out there, held back by added baggage 
that prevents it from being truly impeccable.
 To the film’s credit, what content that is added for the 
feature-length adaption is not the worst it could possibly be. 
Instead of simply retelling the original French novella, the 
story follows a Little Girl (Mackenzie Foy) who moves into 
the house next to the retired Aviator (Jeff Bridges) from the 
source material. Saint-Exupéry’s story is recounted by the 
Aviator over the course of the first third of the movie, spark-
ing the imagination of the girl whose life is meticulously run 
by her overly-protective Mother (Rachel McAdams). As she 
learns about the Little Prince, she develops her own curios-
ity and self-reliance, something the film emphasizes with the 
looming threat of the Academy, an intellectually-demanding 
institution that enrollment in guarantees success in life, al-
ways lurking in the background.
 What this essentially amounts to is a style of storytelling 
that, in fairness, excellently takes Saint-Exupéry’s novella 
and uses it as both exposition and motivation to drive the 
plot. The audience is invited to feel just as excited as the Little 
Girl to learn more about the mysterious Prince, and the new 
story has its own elements that echo the original material’s 
themes of hypocrisy and person-to-person interaction al-
most perfectly.
 The Girl’s relationship with her Mother was particularly 
refreshing, as it did not play too heavily on the helicopter-
parent trope. In fact, the two actually reflect their personali-

ties quite well, and the affection they feel is palpable in how 
they look and talk to the other.
 However, there are times when their relationship does lean 
too hard on cliché. When the inevitable conflict between the 
two does come up, their voices sound as if the actors resented 
having to read such worn-out and boring lines. Indeed, the 
entire plot outside of the original “Prince” story is also really 
tired. The last act especially feels like it was pulled from some 
sort of template, and follows every single trite technique 

you can imagine sans a song-and-dance number. “The Little 
Prince” excels at telling its story, but the quality of boring and 
used tropes can only be so high. As such, the film can only be 
exceptionally good, but never unparalleled masterpiece.
 The animation is worth mentioning, however, if only be-
cause of how interesting it is. While mostly done with CGI, the 
story of the Prince is told using stop-motion graphics, a style 

ZaCHaRy landau

staff  writer

 CouRteSy of amC StudioS

The midseason premiere focused itself on Nick, 
the former drug addict turned desert wanderer.

 CouRteSy of Kaibou PRoduCtionS

Based on the 1943 novel of the same name, “The Little Prince” saw release in France last year to critical and commercial success.

see LITTLE PRINCE — page 12
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Smokers Wanted             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The University of Pittsburgh’s Alcohol and 
Smoking Research Laboratory is looking 
for people to participate in a three-part 
research project. To participate, you must: 
 

 Currently smoke cigarettes 
 Be 18-55 years old, in good health, 

and speak fluent English 
 Be willing to fill out questionnaires 

and to not smoke before 2 sessions 
 

Earn $150 for completing this study. 
 

Smokers Wanted  
For paid research study            

For more information, please call: 

(412) 624-8975 
 

HELP CREATE 
EVERLASTING 
MEMORIES

Come to the L’Esprit du 
Duc open house to see how 
you can join Duquesne’s 

yearbook staff

Monday, September 12
7 p.m.

Student Union room 339

*PAID POSITIONS AVAILABLE*
(And also free pizza)

no purpose for completing any 
quest. Your character, supposedly 
a guardian of Earth, was nothing 
more than an average soldier who 
had no story to tell.
 In general, hype can be viewed as 
a double-edged sword. The eager 
anticipation of a new title has the 
capability to unite gamers across 
all platforms. Websites will draw 
in more viewers for every article 
written about the latest gaming 
craze, and smaller studios have the 
chance to shine amongst AAA de-
velopers. Yet, hype can easily twist 
and distort the reality of any game.
As long as new and exciting ideas 
continue to emerge, hype will sure-
ly follow suit. While anticipation 
should be expected and allowed, 
critics and gamers need to learn 
to control themselves, and prevent 
hype from creating unrealistic in-
terpretations of an artist’s vision.

HYPE — from page 9

Popularity 
poisons  
release



THEDUQUESNEDUKE12

Facebook
The Duquesne Duke

Twitter
@TheDuquesneDuke

Instagram
@TheDuquesneDuke

YouTube
The Duquesne Duke

Follow THE DUKE  on t he web:

YOUR  AD
THERE Contact Ad Manager 

Natalie Fiorilli at  
dukeads@yahoo.com

Enjoy writing? Photography?  
Video production? Graphic Design?  

Having fun?

Work  for  
The  Duke!

Come to our OPEN HOUSE 
and see how you can join!

Thursday, September 1
7:30 p.m.

113 College Hall

learned the art from Penn State 
Creamery ice cream courses. 
Travel back in time to the roaring 
‘20s when you visit this quirky ice 
cream parlor. 
 Pittsburgh Ice Cream Com-
pany approaches their business 
with inimitable fun and creativity. 
Every season, they have different 
flavors to accompany the theme 
of the season. In the summer, 
they present flavors like whiskey 
peach and strawberry balsamic. 
For the fall, they give you flavors 
such as apple pie and pumpkin. 
Winter time is full of flavors like 
fresh ground eggnog and juniper 
cranberry. Lastly, you can spring 
into spring with flavors like rhu-
barb and lemon basil chevre. 
With this different approach, the 
flavors you may be getting bored 
of in the summer melt away into 
the entertaining flavors of the 
fall. If you’re searching for an in-
teresting new location to gratify 
your ice cream cravings, look no 
further than Market Street and 
5th, right next to Market Square.

ICE CREAM — from page 6

PS: Free root beer floats!

Ice cream 
worth the 

walk

Campus organization?
Local business?

Advertise with us!

 “Metroid” game, and that one 
was almost universally despised. 
If Nintendo had waited until after 
a real “Metroid” game came out, I 
have no doubt “Federation Force” 
would have been better received.
 As it stands, I can only recom-

mend the game to those unfa-
miliar with the series, or to those 
who are not so heavily invested in 
the franchise. For fans, there is a 
bright side. The game’s end did 
leave off with a hook that prom-
ises a true “Metroid” sequel. Let’s 
just hope it doesn’t take too long 
to come out.

Nintendo misses mark 
with “Federation Force”
METROID — from page 9

that is stunningly gorgeous. Every 
little detail is lovingly put together, 
with the Prince’s scarf being abso-
lutely spectacular. The CGI, while 
less impressive, is still good, but 
feels rather run-of-the-mill at this 
point. The character models them-
selves feel a bit boring, lacking any 
compelling details or quirks to 
maintain attention. However, char-
acters do move naturally in their 
space, and both styles of animation 

mix together seamlessly.
 Overall, it is hard to say whether 
or not “The Little Prince” is a good 
film. On the one hand, its anima-
tion and storytelling is top-tier 
material, second only to true titans 
of the film industry. However, the 
actual elements of its story are so 
overdone at this point that much 
of the effort put into this film feels 
wasted. It is really hard not to like 
“The Little Prince” considering the 
obvious effort put into it, but it is 
also really hard to love it.

PRINCE — from page 10

“Little Prince” underwhelms
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