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Duquesne MBB on track to take the next step 

 During the 2016-17 college basketball 
season — my freshman year at Duquesne — 
the men’s basketball program was in sham-
bles, save for the play of talented freshmen 
Mike Lewis II and Isiaha Mike.
 The Dukes would begin that season with 
an exhibition loss to Division II opponent 
Mansfield and finish with a 10-22 record, 
paired with a 3-15 mark in the Atlantic 10.
 Miraculously, DU managed to beat Pitt 
in the City Game for the first time in 16 
seasons that year, but would fall to Rob-
ert Morris four days later. Other dreadful 
losses included both Tennessee-Martin 
and UMBC at home, plus Rhode Island (by 
21 at home), Dayton (by 37) and last-place 
Fordham (by 18 at home).
 After a Jan. 11 win against Saint Louis, 
the team would win one more game; a Feb. 
15 victory against UMass saved the Dukes 
from what would have been an 0-15 finish 
to the season. 
 Mercifully, it would also prove to be Jim 
Ferry’s 60th and final victory as Duquesne’s 
head coach, ending a tenure at the school 
that lasted five seasons.
 The search for his successor, though, 
turned out to be an arduous — and embar-
rassing — process. It lasted for weeks on 
end, with several candidates taking their 
names out of the running for the position. 
Comically, even former Ohio State walk-on 
and media personality Mark Titus eventu-
ally began openly campaigning for the po-
sition online.
 But finally, in the end, Duquesne got it 
right by snatching Keith Dambrot away 
from a solidly-built program at Akron. The 
hire raised eyebrows, pleasantly surprised 
Duquesne fans and gave the program a new 
lease on life.

 Fast forward about 32 months into the 
future, and Dambrot has completely altered 
the complexion of the men’s program. He 
inherited a 10-win team and guided it to 16 
in the ensuing season, then to 19 last year.
 In addition to a superior on-court prod-
uct, the school traded in its Adidas gear for 

Nike in 2017, then instituted new logos and 
fonts this year. What’s currently left of the 
A.J. Palumbo Center is being demolished 
to make way for the UPMC Chuck Coo-
per Fieldhouse, set to open in time for the 
2020-21 season.
 Frankly, there are very few parallels, 
if any, to be drawn between the 2016-17 
Dukes and the state that the program finds 
itself in today. Shoot, the only player from 
the 2016-17 season still rostered is walk-on 
Caleb Davis. Nothing feels the same.
 Dambrot has ushered in a new era of 
Duquesne basketball — one in which fans 
hope to see the team return to its first 
NCAA Tournament since 1977.
  In Year Three of his time on The Bluff, 
the Dukes certainly have the pieces neces-
sary to continue building toward that elu-
sive tourney appearance.
 Whether or not Duquesne’s dreams be-
come reality depends on several key fac-
tors, both immediately and down-the-road.
 Here are three things that need to hap-
pen if Dambrot’s to lead the Dukes back to 
the tourney in the near future.
 Team stays  heal thy,  especia l ly 
Sincere  Carry
 This November, this March, next Janu-
ary, whatever — if Duquesne plans on sus-
taining the success that it’s had thus far 
under Dambrot and ending its tournament 
drought at any point in the foreseeable 
future, the team needs to remain in top 
shape. Especially Sin Carry.
 The sophomore guard’s knees trou-

bled him during his freshman campaign 
last year, causing him to miss several 
contests and forcing him to play through 
pain in others.
 Over the course of the past few months, 
Carry has said at numerous points that he’s 
100% healthy and playing pain-free.
 Carry’s health is a top priority for 
Duquesne, and is something that can’t be 
compromised if the team is to succeed.
 The sophomore — named to the Atlantic 
10’s Preseason Third Team — is simply too 
vital to the team’s success.
 Maceo Austin ends up being what he ap-
pears to be.
 Dambrot has managed to find one re-
cruiting gem for each year he’s been at DU, 
beginning with the under-recruited Eric 
Williams Jr. in 2017.
 Then, it was Carry — a former D-II com-
mit — who impressed everybody during his 
freshman season in 2018, leading the coun-
try’s freshmen in steals with a 2.43 average.
 Neither Williams Jr., who transferred 
to Oregon this past offseason, nor Carry 
looked like freshmen during their respec-
tive first seasons at the collegiate level.
 This year, Duquesne’s star frosh seems 
to have come in the form of consensus 
three-star guard Maceo Austin.
 Austin, who picked the Dukes over a 
bevy of high-major schools, was Dambrot’s 
first high-level recruiting victory at DU. 
 Additionally, he seems to be one of the 
team’s best players only two games into his 
career.
 The 6-foot-5 shooting guard hit back-
to-back corner 3’s to kickoff a monstrous 
second-half DU run against Princeton in 
the season opener, and then scored 15 
points against Lamar on Nov. 12 on 6-for-
12 shooting.
 For most of the game’s first half 
against Lamar, Austin was the Dukes’ 
only bright spot.
 Presumably, the talented freshman is 
just getting started — at least, those around 

him seem to think so.
 “There’s one thing I’ll tell you about Ma-
ceo Austin,” junior center Mike Hughes 
said following DU’s 66-56 win over Lamar. 
“Sleep if you want. That’s all I’m going to 
say. … Just wait.”
 Dambrot offered even higher praise after 
the win.
 “I’m probably one of the biggest Maceo 
fans of anybody in the world,” Dambrot 
said. “I love everything about him. I like 
him as a kid. I like his temperament. I like 
his ability.
 “He’s not even there yet,” Dambrot con-
tinued. “He’s still got to get stronger, learn 
the college game, but he’s a big-time win-
ner. There’s not one thing I don’t like about 
him.”
 Nobody significant transfers out of the 
program
 The Williams Jr. transfer will hurt the 
Dukes, but probably not as much as some 
thought it would prior to the season. 
 Austin appears equipped to replace Wil-
liams’ production on the wing, and Lamar 
Norman Jr. should see increased playing 
time as a result of Williams’ departure, as 
well.
 If Frankie Hughes wasn’t sidelined for a 
torn meniscus this season, the team would 
be fully equipped to make up for lost pro-
duction on the wing.
 This offseason, however, will be vital 
in determining how the team projects to 
move forward after this season.
 Namely, four players are redshirt ju-
niors this year — Tavian Dunn-Martin, 
Mike Hughes, Frankie Hughes and Marcus 
Weathers — meaning they would be free to 
play elsewhere next season without sitting 
out at all.
 The damage that transfers can have on 
mid-major programs is well-documented, 
and if DU is to reach the next level in its 
current ascent, it’s going to have to make 
sure that Williams Jr. is its last major loss 
to the transfer market.

Adam Lindner 
staff  writer

Courtesy of Duquesne Athletics
Dukes’ center Mike Hughes throws down a 
slam on Tuesday night against Lamar. Hughes 
finished the night with a team-high 17 points 
and pulled down 10 rebounds.

Duquesne point guard Sincere Carry dribbles down the court during a scrimmage over the summer. Carry 
remains one of Duquesne’s biggest keys to success this season and is expected to be a major contrubotr 
once again this year.

Courtesy of Duquesne Athletics
Sincere Carry (right) and Maceo Austin (left) look 
up at the big screen in PPG Paints Arena before 
the game against Princeton.

Courtesy of Duquesne Athletics

With a 2-0 record, Duquesne men’s basketball is off to a hot start in the 2019 
season. The Dukes have the tools to find success this season, but reaching the 

next step will rely on a number of different factors.
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Kristallnacht, which translates 
from German to “night of the 
broken glass,” happened Nov. 
9 to 10, 1938, when Nazis in 
Germany burned synagogues, 
vandalized Jewish homes, shops, 
schools and businesses and killed 
almost 100 Jews. Around 30,000 
Jewish men were arrested and 
sent to concentration camps.
 To commemorate the incident, 
Duquesne University hosted 
Colin Shindler, an emeritus 
professor from the University 
of London’s School of Oriental 
and African Studies during 
its 5th annual Kristallnacht 
remembrance lecture.
 Shindler’s presentation, titled 
“The Road from Kristallnacht: 
Unlearning the Past,” took place 
Monday, Nov. 11 from 4 to 6 p.m. 

in the Power Center Ballroom. 
Around 60 people attended the 
lecture.
 Marie Baird, theology professor 
and director of Jewish studies 
at Duquesne, opened Shindler’s 
lecture with a background on 
Kristallnacht.
 Baird addressed the importance 
of having an event like this today.
“[Shindler’s] message can serve 
as a timely warning to us all 
to fight against anti-Semitic 
sentiments or acts wherever they 
occur,” Baird said.
 Baird hoped that attendees not 
only understand the enormity of 
Kristallnacht itself, but also the 
fact of Nazi violence yet to come 
during the Holocaust.
 “We hope attendees understand 
not only the enormity of the 
event but also the fact that such 
wanton violence set the stage for 

Kellen Stepler
assistant features editor

Both of these photos were featured on Sharon Cowdery’s Facebook post 
concerning the food quality and safety at Duquesne. (Left), a screw found 
in some potatoes and (right) a raw burger, both from Hogan Dining Center.

Photo Courtesy Sharon Cowdery

Duquesne commemorates Kristallnacht with lecture
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see LECTURE — page 3

Questions arise over food quality and safety at Duquesne
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Last Thursday, Nov. 5, a post from 
senior music education major Sha-
ron Cowdery made its way around 
the various Facebook pages for 
Duquesne students. The objective of 
the post was to “gather evidence that 
Duquesne University’s food is not a 
reliable source of safe food to eat.” 
 “Over the past three weeks [I’ve] 
consistently been getting spoiled or 
undercooked food, and it was both-
ering me,” Cowdery said in an in-
terview. “I’ve never really loved the 
food, especially in Hogan, but it’s 
never been unsafe to eat until now.”
 The post contained photos 
of undercooked chicken, pizza 
dough and burgers and moldy 
bread, as well as bugs in sal-
ads and even a screw found in 
some potatoes. But according to 
Cowdery, the problems didn’t 
stop there. She mentioned she 
had also consistently been seeing 
spoiled fruit and other produce in 
the Hogan Dining Center.
 According to the most recent 
Allegheny County Health Depart-
ment inspection, which occurred 
on March 3, 2019, The Incline 
had four violations, with three of 

The ruins of the Tielshafer Synagogue in Berlin, destroyed on Kristallnacht.
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We want your input!

 The Duke’s news section 
would love to hear from you 
about stories that you want to 
see in print. Know a talented 
professor or accomplished 
student? See something on 
campus that just doesn’t make 
sense? You can send your 
tips and story ideas to News 
Editor Gabriella DiPietro at 
dipietrog@duq.edu.
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The weekend before a full moon 
is always interesting, but this 
one really takes the cake with 
the span of criminal activities. 

On Nov. 5, a faculty member re-
ported that an unknown person 
entered her unlocked office and 
removed her wallet from her 
backpack.
 Also on Nov. 5, a student re-
ported several credit cards were 
stolen from her wallet.
 On Nov. 6, a student report-
ed damage to her vehicle while 
it was parked in the Locust Ga-
rage on the ninth level. 
 On Nov. 7, an adjunct profes-
sor reported an invasion of his 
privacy.
 Also on Nov. 7, campus police 
responded to St. Ann Hall for a 
marijuana related incident. The 
case was referred to the Office 
of Student Conduct.
 On Nov. 8, a female resident 
stopped a Duquesne Police Of-
ficer and advised that her ex-
boyfriend from home keeps 
calling and bothering her. The 
matter was cleared with no 
prosecution by the victim. The 
actor was not identified be-
cause he is a juvenile. 
 On Nov. 9, a Duquesne stu-
dent was found to be under the 
influence of alcohol. They were 
referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct.
 Also on Nov. 9, a word of 
graffiti was printed on a study 
room wall of the library.
 On Nov. 10, a Duquesne stu-
dent was found to be under the 
influence of alcohol and in pos-
session of a false identification 
card. The student was issued a 
non-traffic citation for the fake 
ID and was referred to the Of-
fice of Student Conduct.
 Also on Nov. 10, a student 
was approached by a male who 
was asking the student uncom-
fortable questions and was 
physically touching the stu-
dent unwantedly. The male left 
the area prior to the arrival of 
Duquesne Police. The actor was 
identified as Johnathan Caito 
of 464 Hays Ave., Apt. #5 Mt. 
Oliver, PA 15210.

Food safety concerns heard by univeristy officials
DINING — from page 1

Photo Courtesy Sharon Cowdery

Photo Courtesy Sharon Cowdery

them being a low-level risk and one  
being a medium risk. The  
violations come from the areas: 
Food Source/Condition, for dam-
aged containers holding food; Cool-
ing Food, for a lack of food cooling 
charts; Contamination Prevention, 
for items in the salad/deli area not 
being wrapped and finally in Fab-
rication, Design, Installation and 
Maintenance for cracked caulking.
 Cowdery went on to say that she 
feels that the Hogan Dining Center 
is where the biggest problems lie, 
although some of the photos she 
has provided were taken of food 
from The Incline and from Tower’s 
Campus Market. 
 The most recent health inspec-
tion done on the Hogan Dining 
Center was on April 17, and found 
seven violations — four low-risk, 
three medium, and one high-risk. 
The high risk threat comes from the 
Cold Holding Temperatures, where 
cream cheese and whipped cream 
were stored at a temperature above 
the safety number. 
 Hogan Dining Center’s viola-
tions come from: Food Source/
Condition for bulk containers not 
being labeled on the outside; Cold 
Holding Temperatures, for cream 
cheese and whipped cream being 
stored at a temperature above what 
is deemed safe; Date Marking of 
Food, for deli meats being improp-
erly marked; Cleaning and Sani-
tization, for the dishwasher not 
sanitizing and reading improper 
water temperatures; Waste Water 
Disposal, for a leaking handwash-
ing sink; Toxic Items, for a fruit 
fly strip hanging in the dish room 
and Contamination Prevention, 
for apples without wraps or pro-
tective covering.
 Despite the violations, there was 

never a consumer alert for either 
dining area posted, as the risk was 
still considered to be low-level. Ac-
cording to the reports, most issues 
were remedied while the inspector 
was still on the premises. 
 After the popularity of the post, 
Duquesne Dining, as well as SGA 
President Charlie Megginson, 
reached out to Cowdery to try and 
remedy the problem.
 “After becoming aware of Sha-
ron’s concerns I immediately sched-
uled a meeting with Scott Richards, 
assistant vice president for auxilia-
ry services, and Dave Manz, district 
manager for Parkhurst Dining,” 
Megginson said. “We discussed her 
concerns as well as the other issues 
presented in subsequent social me-
dia posts.”
 Across the two Duquesne spe-
cific pages, as well as Cowdery’s 
personal Facebook page, the post 
garnerd 176 comments and 61 
shares from current students, par-
ents and alumni.
 “[I] had no idea so many other 
students were feeling this way,” 
Cowdery said. 
 In the past, Cowdery was the 
president of the Duquesne Chapter 
of The National Band Association 
and was unhappy with the time it 
took the SGA to pass her constitu-
tion. This was part of the reason 
that she took to social media with 
her concerns.
 “I’ve worked with SGA in the past 
and it took a long time to get things 
done — having that experience I 
didn’t trust the system to get things 
done promptly,” Cowdery said. “All 
I care about is getting food [that is] 
safe to eat.”
 According to Manz, Duquesne 
Dining follows the National Res-
taurant Association’s ServSafe 
program. ServSafe is a national 
program that trains restaurant 

managers in proper food handling 
and safety. 
 According to their website, more 
than 4 million restaurant managers 
have been certified through their 
program. All of Duquesne’s chefs 
and managers are certified through 
this program, according to Manz.
 “Duquesne Dining is committed 
to ensuring both food safety and 
good food quality. We consistently 
work to meet the required ServSafe 
program standards, and we also 
implement additional training on 
proper food preparation meth-
ods at every station,” Manz said. 
“It’s important to note that every 
concern that is brought directly to 
Duquesne Dining … is dealt with 
quickly and thoroughly.” 
 “In my experience as Student 
Government president, I have 
found Parkhurst Dining to be ex-
tremely responsive to student con-
cerns. The Student Government’s 
Food Service Committee meets 
with Parkhurst management and 
university administration regular-
ly,” Megginson said. “Additionally, 
Parkhurst and the student govern-
ment operate suggestion boxes in 
all campus dining locations.”
  Cowdery went on to say that she 
doesn’t believe it is a Parkhurst is-
sue but rather a Duquesne issue.
 “I’ve talked to some adults who 
say that Parkhurst provides food 
for their workplace with no issue. 
I don’t want to assume, but I think 
it’s the [Duquesne] workers mis-
handling,” Cowdery said. 
 One week after Cowdery’s post 
went live, she met with Duquesne 
Dining. In a follow up Facebook 
post, Cowdery said that she and 
Duquesne Dining have come to 
some conclusion about where the 
issue lies and how to resolve it.

 “They [Duquesne Dining] recog-
nize a hierarchy/chain of commu-
nication breakdown between the 
staff/workers we see in Hogan and 
Incline, versus the management 
behind the scenes who address 
concerns,” Cowdery posted. “Ide-
ally, when an issue is presented to a 
staff worker, it should immediately 
be brought to management so the 
issue can be resolved. As many of 
you shared, this isn't happening, 
and much of our concerns go unre-
solved. In addition, the staff aren't 
always held accountable for not 
following procedures because the 
management doesn't know about 
these problems.”
 Cowdery went on to say that she 
has been assured by management 
that procedures are going to be 
reviewed to see if they can be im-
proved upon, and they plan to look 
for ways that the communication 
issue can be fixed, in order for them 
to be more “proactive, rather than 
reactive, to student concerns.”
 “Any concerns brought to our at-
tention are a priority that we take se-
riously, investigate and address in a 
timely manner,” Manz told The Duke.
 “I encourage all students to take 
advantage of the resources pro-
vided. The Student Government 
Association exists to act as a liaison 
between the student body and the 
administration. Our Food Service 
Committee is dedicated to hearing 
student concerns and working with 
Parkhurst to ensure that we have 
access to healthy, safe and high-
quality foods,” Megginson said.
 Duquesne Dining can be reached 
with any concerns via their email, 
dining@duq.edu, through direct 
message on any of their social media, 
through the FoodU app or by the sug-
gestion boxes in every dining center.
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the unspeakable atrocities of the 
Holocaust that were shortly to 
commence,” Baird said.
 German Jews were subject to 
repressive policies beginning in 
1933, when Nazi Party leader 
Adolf Hitler became chancellor 
of Germany, but it wasn’t until 
Kristallnacht that the policies 
became very violent.
 During World War II, Hitler 
and the Nazis implemented what 
they called the “Final Solution” 
to what they referred to as the 
“Jewish problem,” and carried 
out the murder of some 6 million 
European Jews in the Holocaust.
 Duquesne sociology department 
chair Matthew Schneirov 
introduced Shindler.
 Shindler addressed the continuing 
aftermath of Kristallnacht at the event.
 The number of anti-Semitic 
acts is on the rise again 
worldwide.  A 2017 report 
released from the FBI showed 
that hate crimes have increased 
over the past decade. The report 
also noted that anti-Semitism 
accounts for 58.1% of all anti-
religious hate crimes nationally.
 “History is for all, but for 
some, it is memory that matters,” 
Shindler said.
 He spoke about the historical 
context of Kristallnacht when 
it happened in 1938, and the 
impact it has today. He noted 
the reemergence of hate and 
anti-Semitism through events in 

Charlottesville and Pittsburgh.
 Although Kristallnacht occurred 
81 years ago, there are still lessons 
to be learned.
 “The Allies might have won 
the war, but Jews still lost,” 
Shindler said.
 He stressed the importance of 
working hard to eradicate anti-
Semitism and racism, and that 
people can not sit by and be 
followers.
 “No one should be a bystander,” 
Shindler said.
 Concluding Shindler’s speech, 
there was a question and answer 
session. While most people 
asked Shindler questions about 
combating anti-Semitism today, 
a woman named Patty Love 
Anouchi told a story from when 
she was in elementary school 
and dealt with an act of anti-
Semitism.
 When Anouchi was in 4th or 
5th grade, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt defeated Wendell 
Willkie to earn his third term 
in office. According to Anouchi, 
most of the people in her small 
town voted for Willkie, the 
Republican nominee. The day 
following the election, a fellow 
classmate approached Anouchi 
and said that the only reason 
Roosevelt won was because “all 
the Jews voted for him.”
 Anouchi recalled that she 
slapped her fellow classmate.
 “And I’ve never regretted that 
slap,” Anouchi said.

LECTURE — from page 1

Lecture covers modern 
and historic  

anti-Semtism in the world

Rangos school to add new  
undergrad public health program

Next fall, Duquesne will become 
the first university in Western 
Pennsylvania to offer an under-
graduate program in public health.
 The Rangos School will offer two 
degree programs in public health, 
a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor 
of Science, along with a new Bach-
elor of Science program in Health 
Sciences.
 “We are truly excited about these 
new undergraduate degree program 
offerings at the Rangos School,” Dean 
Fevzi Akinci said in a statement with 
four other faculty members.
 "Our advisors were instrumen-
tal in providing feedback and clar-
ity as we explored how best to de-
velop, present and implement this 
new program. Since gaining pro-
gram approval, we have continued 

to work collaboratively with them 
to ensure a smooth transition as we 
work towards implementation."
 The Bachelor of Science program 
in Public Health will focus on the 
scientific aspects of the field, in-
cluding the study of infectious and 
chronic diseases and disease out-
breaks, environmental health and 
general epidemiology.
 The Bachelor of Arts program 
will focus on the social, behavior-
al and community health aspects 
of public health, including global 
health, program planning, devel-

opment and assessment.  
 Both programs will be accredited 
and interdisciplinary, and both will 
require students to complete one 
fieldwork experience. The Bachelor 
of Science will require 131 credits, 
while the Bachelor of Arts will re-
quire 122. Students are only per-
mitted to transfer into the first or 
second year of either program.
 The minor in public health, which 
enrolled its first group of approxi-
mately 25 students in January, is 
also available to undergraduate stu-
dents in any major. The minor in-
cludes coursework in global health, 
biostatistics and epidemiology, 
as well as a general public health 
course and an elective.
 "A public health minor will im-
prove your understanding about 
how local, regional, national and 
international issues influence 
knowledge systems and social 

practices around health and well-
being," said Brenda Swanson-Bier-
man, an assistant professor in the 
Rangos School.
 "Students will be able to make 
connections between their area 
of study and public health con-
cepts including injury and dis-
ease prevention."
 The other new program coming 
next fall, the B.S. in Health Sci-
ence, is meant to provide students 
a more flexible path to professional 
degree programs in the health sci-
ences and other career options. It 

will consist of two primary tracks, in-
tegrated health and pre-health. 
 The integrated health track is de-
signed for students looking to pursue 
a healthcare career path immediately 
after graduation. It will provide foun-
dational training in sports medicine, 
exercise science, kinesiology, nutrition 
and wellness, and students will be able 
to customize their elective choices to 
focus on public health, healthcare ad-
ministration or other fields.
 The pre-health track is designed 
for students committed to or looking 
to pursue a professional degree pro-
gram after graduation. The curricular 
plan will vary depending on the re-
quirements of the professional degree 
program. The professional programs 
supported include medicine, dental 
medicine, veterinary medicine, physi-
cal therapy, occupational therapy, 
physician assistant studies and other 
areas of the health sciences.
 While some new courses will be 
developed for the new majors, the 
programs will also capitalize on exist-
ing courses across campus and the 
upcoming end of the undergraduate 
athletic training program.
 "As the athletic training degree 
program pursues a transition to the 
graduate level necessitating some 
shifts in faculty teaching responsi-
bilities, we will look to expand the 
department’s faculty complement to 
meet new program demands," the 
faculty statement said.
 All of the new programs are meant 
to respond to a growing need for 
workers in public health and health-
care occupations, according to the 
school's website.
 "Maintaining and improving pub-
lic health is one of the great man-
dates of our time, both in the U.S. and 
abroad," Swanson-Bierman said.
 Faculty are hopeful that these new 
programs will provide Duquesne 
students with experience in a broad 
range of disciplines, opening up even 
more career possibilities for them 
at home and abroad.

Jessica Lincoln
staff  writer

Duke Archives

The one thing students hear 
again and again is that they need 
to have some sort of work experi-
ence through internships or vol-
unteer work — and that having it 
is essential to getting that edge 
when applying for jobs. 
 If you’re an upperclassman 
scrambling to get a resume to-
gether, or someone who  gen-
uinely wants to give to the 
community, United Way, a Pitts-
burgh-based nonprofit, is spon-
soring free tax preparation for fi-
nancially struggling families that 
we all can be apart of. 
 This organization is recruiting 
500 volunteers for its 2020 Free 
Tax Preparation Campaign. The 
volunteers will work with low-

income families to complete tax 
returns, to ensure they receive 
full refunds they’re entitled to. 
 “A tax refund can have a sig-
nificant impact on a low-income 
family, which can mean the dif-
ference between putting food on 
the table, keeping the heat on 
and having transportation to get 
to work – or not,” said Alena An-
derson, Program Manager United 
Way of Southwestern Pennsylva-
nia’s United for Families. “Many 
people come to us unaware of the 
tax credits or refunds available 
to them. Our volunteers play an 
important role in identifying tax 
benefits and helping secure these 
critical refunds.”
 For those who are interested 
in this opportunity, you need no 
prior tax preparation experience 
to volunteer. The program runs 

from January through mid-April. 
The way they are able to be so ef-
fective through this program is 
that they partner with the IRS 
to give in-person and online re-
sources and  training. In the past 
year, there were 494 volunteers 
who helped with 10,645 tax re-
turns that ended up generating 
$15,409,452 in refunds. 
 These volunteers helped fami-
lies obtain Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC), one of the nation’s 
largest anti-poverty programs, 
which lets qualifying filers pay 
less federal tax, pay no tax or 
even get a tax refund of $500 to 
nearly $6,300.
 The benefits include continu-
ing education credits that are 
available for professionals and 
internships for students. 
 “Taxes can be confusing for 

people, which can be a barrier to 
completing returns,” Anderson 
said. “Our volunteers – from re-
tirees to students, people start-
ing out in their careers or those 
more seasoned – are trained to 
make tax preparation less in-
timidating. And because it’s free 
of charge, qualifying taxpayers 
can apply more of their refund 
toward basic needs. We’ve seen 
people break down into tears of 
relief when they see the refund 
coming their way. It’s amazing 
the difference it can make.” 
 The deadline for volunteers is 
Jan. 1. Volunteers who live in  Al-
legheny, Westmoreland, Fayette, 
Greene and Washington counties 
are preferred and can sign up at 
www.swpafreetaxes.org. 

United Way seeks volunteers to help with tax refunds
River Chapdelaine

staff  writer
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Tear gas and rubber bullets 
showered the city streets 
of Hong Kong as protes-

tors took to the streets for a fifth 
consecutive month of protests. 
While these events are not new 
or uncommon in the region, 
the tumultuous history of Hong 
Kong and its current political 
state are too often overlooked by 
American citizens. 
 The political struggles of an 
island on the other side of the 
world often seem insignificant 
to average citizens with  their 
own troubles to worry about. 
However, the events in Hong 
Kong are vital to the promotion 
of world democracy. 
 Over the past three centuries, 
control over Hong Kong has fre-
quently changed hands. Within 
the past hundred years alone, 
Hong Kong has been controlled 
and occupied by the Japanese, 
British and now, Chinese. 
 Although Hong Kong has of-
ten been treated as a bartering 
chip for powerful nations on the 
Pacific coast, it has a rich cultur-
al tapestry and great economic 
significance. High technology 
industries elevated the island to 
the status of an “Asian Tiger,” a 
term used to describe economic 
powerhouses in the region. 
 Despite Hong Kong’s pres-
ence on the global stage as a 
strong economic partner, it is 
currently under the control of 
the Chinese government. 
 Hong Kong was returned to 
the Chinese from the British in 
1997 and were given the ability to 
elect their leader. Unfortunately, 
the democratic freedom of Hong 
Kong is severely in question. 
 In July, the Chinese govern-

ment proposed the Anti-Extra-
dition Law Amendment Bill. 
This would allow the Chinese 
government to extradite those 
charged of crimes in Hong 
Kong for trial in China where 
sentencing and the prison sys-

tem are much stricter. 
 This proposed bill would 
have been a grotesque viola-
tion of Hong Kong’s autonomy. 
If it were become law, alleged 
criminals in Hong Kong could 
face extreme sentences from 
the Chinese government. 
 Because Hong Kong is a terri-
tory, it can be compared to the 
relationship between the U.S. 
and Puerto Rico. If the Anti-
Extradition Law Amendment 
Bill were to pass in Hong Kong, 
it would be akin to criminals in 
Puerto Rico, where the death 
penalty is illegal, being brought 
to Texas for trial where they 
could face the death penalty. 
 Clearly this is a gross per-
version of democracy. Citizens 
accused of crimes cannot be 
brought into entirely different 

court systems based on the feel-
ings of a more powerful and op-
pressive nation. 
 This proposed bill demon-
strates China’s desire to manipu-
late Hong Kong for political gain. 
China is notorious for limiting 
free speech. The Anti-Extradi-
tion Law Amendment Bill would 
allow the Chinese government 
to extradite political adversaries 
and those who publicly disagrees 
with the policies of the Chinese 
Communist Party. 
 This blatant disregard for self 
determination is perfect cause 
for political uprising. 
 Even after the Anti-Extradition 
Law Amendment Bill was shot 
down in September, protests have 
continued and are elevating day 
by day. Hong Kong is on the brink 
of war. Dozens of schools and uni-
versities have been temporarily 
closed because they have become 
war zones where fights between 
college students and police have 
broken out. 
 The attitude of the Chinese 
government to exercise total 
control over another culturally 
significant and economically 
powerful region is enough for 
any nation or territory to feel op-
pressed to the point of near war. 
 If American citizens are 
going to continue to preach 
about the importance of glob-
al democracy, then the cur-
rent situation of Hong Kong 
must become a priority. While 
American military involve-
ment is not called for at the 
moment, the American public 
must acknowledge the impor-
tance of these events as the 
people  of Hong Kong struggle 
for true democracy.
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Hong Kong protests call for democracy

 The Daily Northwestern — referred 
to as The Daily — the student newspa-
per of Northwestern University, apolo-
gized on Sunday, Nov. 10, for its cover-
age of protests surrounding the former 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ speech 
on the campus. 
 This apology, however, was one 
that was entirely unnecessary, as the 
student reporters at The Daily were 
merely doing their jobs as journalists. 
 “We recognize that we contributed 
to the harm students experienced, and 
we wanted to apologize for and address 
the mistakes that we made that night 
— along with how we plan to move for-
ward.” Troy Closson, editor-in-chief of 
The Daily said in the address. 
 The aforementioned harm that the 
students at The Daily allegedly con-
tributed to was from reporters posting 
photos of protesters on personal Twit-
ter accounts, as well as utilizing the 
university’s directory to find the phone 
numbers of protesters to ask if they 
were willing to be interviewed.
 “Some protesters found photos 
posted to reporters’ Twitter ac-
counts retraumatizing and inva-
sive,” Closson said.
 The photographs were subsequently 
removed but the fact of the matter is 
that this protest was a public event.
There is no reason that those at  the 
Daily needed to release a public apol-
ogy for taking photographs of an event 
that happened on its very campus. 
 Closson mentioned in his apology 
that obtaining students’ contact infor-
mation was an “invasion of privacy.”  
 However, the Northwestern Uni-
versity directory is available to all 
students and faculty. The reporters at 
The Daily were simply using the infor-
mation at their disposal. Journalists 
have gone to much further lengths 
than to ask for interviews, and those 
at The Daily did not even approach 
crossing any lines, or invading the 
privacy of student protesters.
 Noted in the apology is the reason-
ing behind the removal of the name 
of a student protester: “While some 
universities grant amnesty to student 
protesters, Northwestern does not. We 
did not want to play a role in any dis-
ciplinary action that could be taken by 
the university.”
 Closson seems to be taking the 
stance that The Daily, functioning as a 
student newspaper, should focus more 
on protecting the identity and privacy 
of the students, keeping them out of 
harm or trouble from the university. 
Doing so, while it may be with good 
intention, will inevitably damage the 
reputability of The Daily. 
 Closson and The Daily have gar-
nered a large amount of media at-
tention after word of this apology got 
around. In a series of tweets in re-
sponse to it, the editor-in-chief said, 
“We aren’t unclear about our rights as 
a newspaper to cover student protest, 
but also understand the need to do so 
with empathy.”

“If you want to tell 

people the truth, 

make them laugh, 

otherwise they’ll kill 

you.”
Oscar Wilde

see STAFF ED — page 12

No apologies for 
good journalism
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Gene editing technologies promote a terrifying future

Imagine having the ability 
to change your eye color, 
your strength or make 

yourself glow in the dark. 
Imagine having the chance 
to cure fatal diseases or edit 
your own DNA. It sounds like 
a typical child’s fantasy dream. 
However, with modern science 
and technology, through ge-
nome editing, these fantasies 
are becoming a reality. 
 Genome editing, also known 
as gene editing, is becoming a 
relevant yet controversial topic 
in society. Gene editing is the 
use of modern technologies 
that gives scientists the ability 
to edit genetic mistakes. This 
can be done by adding, remov-
ing or replacing specific genetic 
material in a genome sequence, 
or, in shorter terms, changing 
the DNA. This phenomenon is 
possible through the existence 
of CRISPR-Cas9 (Clustered 
Regularly Interspaced Short 
Palindromic Repeats). 
 The founder of CRISPR-Cas9, 
Jennifer Doudna, explains that 
the CRISPR technology “allows 
scientists to make changes to 
the DNA in cells that could al-
low us to cure genetic disease.” 

The protein, Cas9, enables the 
ability to seek out, cut and de-
grade viral DNA. Doudna com-
pares this protein to “a pair 
of scissors that cuts the DNA, 
making a double-stranded 
break in the DNA helix.” 
 Some of the repairs that this 
process can achieve include the 
correction of mutations such 
as sickle cell anemia, Hunting-
ton’s disease and even cancer. 
 Although this specific type 
of genome editing sounds like 
a scientific dream come true, 
it raise ethical issues. Not only 
can this process be used in 
adult cells or organisms, but 
also in embryos of organisms. 
CRISPR is giving the human 
race the ability to alter or de-
sign plants, animals and chil-
dren however they may please. 
This idea is mind blowing, and 
in many cases, gives scientists 
the opportunity to rewrite the 
book of life itself.
 CRISPR-Cas9 gives the abil-
ity to enhance human proper-
ties such as stronger bones, less 
susceptibility to cardiovascu-
lar disease and desired things 
such as to be taller, more intel-
ligent or even change eye color. 
These changes can be brought 
to reality, and are actually ir-

reversible. Changes made to 
genes in germline cells will 
eventually be passed down to 
future generations. Is this the 
life that we want for the future 
of the human race?
 Although scientists have 
taken a “global pause” to care-
fully consider the ethical aspect 
of this technological advance-
ment, it is happening in the 
present, and is no longer sci-
ence fiction. This puts the hu-
man race in a position to con-
sider the personal and societal 
impacts of a scientific break-

through. The ability to cure 
fatal diseases is one that most 
scientists agree is an improve-
ment. However, using the gene 
editing technology to improve 
physical and mental enhance-
ments will only lead to chaos in 
the human race. 
 Another aspect and contro-
versial idea relating to gene 
editing is the concern that it 
will only be accessible to the 
wealthy. If CRISPR is an expen-
sive commodity, the wealthy 
will inevitably have the unfair 
advantage in the economic 

competition of availability of 

the gene editing. This will only 

heighten the societal reality of 

the rich having advantages in 

most aspects of life. 

 Scientific technology is only 

getting more advanced over 

time. The era of life chang-

ing opportunities for human-

ity is finally upon us, and we 

have to learn how to adapt to 

the changes in a way that will 

benefit us all as one unified 

human race. 

Courtesy of North Carolina State University
Gene editing technologies like CRISPR shine a light on the potential for gene therapy in modern medicine. 

Nicoletta Veneziano
staff  columnist

New streaming services recreate consumer problems with cable

It is with a heavy heart that I report 
that the days of “Netflix and chill” 
may be coming to an end. With the 

influx of multiple streaming services 
occuring, it seems that Netflix may no 
longer be the favorite. Because of shows 
like Friends leaving in the coming 
months, it is totally possible that Net-
flix will lose out on subscribers as they 
move to services such as HBO Max.
 For a long while, it appeared that Net-
flix and Hulu were the top two stream-
ing services. For the time being, it will 
remain that way. However, in 2020 as 

new outlets are released, like Disney 
and Comcast, the current contenders 
are likely to lose out on titles, therefore 
making them lose subscribers.
 As Netflix announces its loss of popu-
lar shows and movies, especially Disney 
ones that families love, they are certain 
to lose a ton of subscribers to Disney’s 
service. This will definitely be popular 
to the Disney fanatics out there. And 
trust me, there are a lot of them.
 With all of these options available, 
consumers will need to make a choice. 
Do they want to cancel their Netflix 
and/or Hulu subscriptions and take on 
the new services, or they do they want 
to splurge and partake in all of them? 

Now, the latter obviously comes with 
a heavy financial cost. Certainly not 
everyone can afford to stream shows 
and movies from multiple different 
services.
 And that is the main problem with 
this. So many consumers are going 
to be losing out. It is so much easier 
to choose between Hulu and Netflix. 
Throw in about five new services and 
some businesses just simply won’t sur-
vive. But, I guess that’s how this econ-
omy works. Capitalism is thriving.
 Hulu has a leg up on Netflix. Since 
they offer the student deal with Spo-
tify Premium, college students are not 
likely to give up having both Hulu and 
Spotify for such a cheap price. 

 It is kind of surprising that this 
didn’t happen earlier — the rise of 
many streaming sites. There is so much 
money to be made in this industry. 
And where there is money to be made, 
there are business people flocking to 
it. Netflix and Hulu have been around 
for years now and finally, new services 
are coming out. It seems that this was 
inevitable, but it’s still unfortunate for 
consumers who will lose out on enter-
tainment.
 Personally, I think it was easier when 
everyone just watched their shows when 
they came on at night or caught up the 
next day with OnDemand services, but 
there is definitely no going back now.

Alyse Kaminski
staff  columnist

Courtesy of YouTube 

Courtesy of Techradar.com 



Duquesne students were given a little 
taste of home last week, when therapy 
dogs came to visit at the library. For 

many students, this session was a quick escape 
from the workload and stress that comes with 
trying to balance homework, a job, friends, 
sports and extracurricular activities in college. 
 The therapy dogs provided a calm and wel-
coming environment for any student who was 
having a rough day, or was even just missing 
their own pets. The relaxed atmosphere of the 
library proved to be a great host for the dogs. 
 A 2018 study done by the University of British 
Columbia concluded that college students who 
spent time at therapy dog drop-in sessions ex-
perienced a boost in feelings of wellness and a 
reduction in overall stress.
 “[Therapy dogs] mimic interactions with 
their own dogs at home and it frees them from 
the craziness of school and work,” said student 
Taylor McClure.
 “The stress doesn’t go away, but it gives 
me the comfort of what I am missing from 
home and provides a distraction,” said stu-
dent Jenna Keip. 
 For students who have their own pets at 
home, the therapy dog sessions hosted at the 
library can give them a sense of comfort.
 These therapy dogs and their owners are 
dedicated to their jobs. Each dog has to go 
through a rigorous six week training program 

where they perform practice visits at hospitals, 
nursing homes, and schools. They complete 
training with fake patients and are also exposed 
to wheelchairs, crutches and different types of 
medical equipment so in a real-life situation, the 
dogs are prepared to behave in a polite manner.
 Buddy, a seven-year-old Australian shepherd 

and border collie mix, was one of the therapy 
dogs who visited on Thursday. Buddy was 
trained through the Animal Friends Therapets 
program. 
     According to the Animal Friends website, the 
group is “committed to promoting the animal-
human bond and nurturing relationships with 

companion animals which are guided by com-
passion.”
     Accompanied by their human handlers, ther-
apets like dogs, cats and rabbits visit hospitals, 
specialized care facilites and college campuses. 
    Aside from therapy pet sessions, the Animal  
Friends group hosts events like bunny yoga, dog 
washes and crafting with cats. 
 Often, people don’t actually know the differ-
ence between therapy dogs, emotional support 
dogs and service dogs. They all have their own 
separate ways of helping people, and it is defi-
nitely important to know the difference.
 Service dogs are defined by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act as “dogs that are individu-
ally trained to do work or perform tasks for peo-
ple with disabilities.”
 Emotional support dogs are defined by the 
United States Dog Registry as “a dog that pro-
vides comfort and support in forms of affection 
and companionship for an individual suffering 
from various mental and emotional conditions. 
They are meant for unconditional love and emo-
tional stability.” 
 Therapy dogs, like the ones who recently vis-
ited the library, are dogs trained to provide af-
fection and comfort in different locations such 
as hospitals, nursing homes and schools. 
     Duquesne will host therapy dogs Sunday, 
Nov. 17, from 7 to 8 p.m. in Mellon Hall. This 
session will be hosted by the Pre-Vet 
and Animal Enthusiasts Club.
        
 Kellen Stepler contributed in reporting            
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Gentle humming faded through the 
air as actors in muted-colored cos-
tumes darted in and out of a small 

greenroom. Peter Brucker sang to himself 
as he began his day with the intimate pro-
cess of attaching the actors’ microphones. 
 Brucker, a sound design student at Point 
Park University, spends his days behind 
the scenes at a variety of Pittsburgh the-
ater productions. From classical plays 
to rock’n’roll, Brucker has mastered the 
sound of it all. 
 His current job as an A1 sound mixer 
for Point Park’s production of Much Ado 
About Nothing keeps him on his toes for 

the whole show.
 He admitted that mixing Much Ado is 
akin to a game of whack-a-mole. Some ac-
tors have booming voices that are easily 
heard by the audience while others strug-
gle more to project their voices. As an A1, 
Brucker operates the sound board and ac-
tively mixes the sound on stage to ensure 

every actor is heard despite their dynamic 
differences. 
 His job proves vital to the performance 
as his colleagues deem Brucker “the man 
behind the steering wheel.” 
 Brucker guides the production with the 
intensity and precision of an air traffic con-
troller. His laser focus can be spotted from 
the stage as he remains carefully hidden 
in the sound booth at the top of the PNC 
Theater.
 Although Brucker did not design the 
sound for this show, he takes great delight 
in his work as an A1 operator. He described 
his relationship to designers as that of a 
painter.
 “Braden [the designer] gives me the 
paints, and I still have to paint the canvas” 
said Brucker.  
 While Brucker primarily works in live 
theater, he also has a variety of other ven-
tures. His roommate turned creative part-
ner, Anthony Giacola has paired up with 
Brucker to write, cast, direct, design, pro-
duce and edit an original narrative pod-
cast called Habitat. The dynamic duo met 
during their freshman year of college and 
eventually discovered a mutual love for fic-
tion and mystery. 
 The idea for Habitat originally came 
about as Dungeons and Dragons campaign 
created by Brucker. With some workshop-
ping, refining and help from Giacola, the 
two wrote the first season of the podcast 
and are currently in production of the first 
few episodes. 
 Giacola smiled when he spoke about 
Brucker’s creative capabilities and said, 
“Peter made it happen.” 
 Brucker’s reputation of “making things 
happen” does not stop with his work with 
Giacola. In addition to his podcast and 
work on theatrical productions across  
Pittsburgh, Brucker has vast musical tal-
ents as well. 
 As a teenager, Brucker spent many eve-
nings playing Guitar Hero with his friends. 

Eventually, one of those friends suggested 
that he learn to play a real guitar. Brucker 
picked up the guitar and loved it. His mu-
sical ability grew so quickly that he soon 
joined an alternative rock band called 
Northern Vibe. 
 Because Northern Vibe self-produced 
their music, Brucker found himself learn-
ing the ropes of sound production. He then 
paired his newfound skills with his lifelong 
passion for technical, hands on work. Af-
ter some soul searching and a conversation 
with his brother, Brucker decided to pur-
sue higher education for sound design and 
production. 
 Brucker loves his work because “your 
artistry doesn’t have to end with your in-
strument.” He views sound mixing as 
“playing a performance.” The actors are his 
instruments, and can tune and play them 
however he chooses. 
 Brucker’s ambition and high level of skill 
astonish both his peers and educators. 
 High praise for Brucker came from his 

fellow students. Eric Sprosty, former as-
sistant stage manager of the national tour 
of Beautiful: The Carole King Musical and 
current Point Park students called Bruck-
er “an inspiration, especially as an older 
student.” 
 Brucker’s talent is hard to surpass, but 
he views himself as a lifelong learner. His 
humility and eagerness to work set him 
apart from every other face in the the-
ater. Brucker constantly seeks  out new 
projects to expand his skillset. He is per-
petually hunting for new tools to add to 
his repertoire. 
 Despite Brucker’s success, he never re-
views himself as above any type of work. He 
remains eager to help however he can and 
learns from every experience. Although el-
ementary to him, Brucker takes great pride 
in the simple task of putting microphones 
in actors. His gentle humming puts the ac-
tors at ease as he repeats his daily cycle as 
the man behind the steering wheel of each 
show he works on.   

Colleen Hammond
opinions editor

Buddy, an Australian sheperd and border collie mix, was one of the therapy dogs at the library Thursday.

Point Park student showcases his talents through sound production

hannah rauh  / staff writer 

griffin sendek / photo editor

Hannah Rauh
staff writer

Duquesne students greeted by therapy dogs at Gumberg Library

Point Park student Peter Brucker can be seen “behind the scenes” in many Pittsburgh theater productions. 

courtesy pittsburgh playhouse
Brucker is a sound mixer for the Point Park show, 
Much Ado About Nothing. 
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NCAA Football AP Top 10 — Week 12
 Rank Team Conf. Overall Streak Next

  1. LSU (54) 5-0 9-0 W9 11/16 at Ole Miss

  2. Ohio State (5) 6-0 9-0 W9 11/16 at Rutgers

  3. Clemson (3) 7-0 10-0 W10 11/16 vs. Wake Forest

  4. Alabama  5-1 8-1 L1 11/16 at Mississippi State 

  5. Georgia 5-1 8-1 W3 11/16 at Auburn 

  6. Oregon 6-0 8-1 W8 11/16 vs. Arizona 

  7. Minnesota  6-0 9-0 W9 11/16 at Iowa  

  8. Utah 5-1 8-1 W5 11/16 vs. UCLA 

  9. Penn State 5-1 8-1 L1 11/16 vs. Indiana

 10. Oklahoma 5-1 8-1 W1 11/16 at Baylor 

NCAA FCS NEC Standings — Week 12
 Rank Team Conf. Overall Streak Next

  1. Cen. Conn. St. 5-0 9-1 W6 11/16 vs. Robert Morris

  2. Robert Morris 5-0 6-4 W5 11/16 at Cen. Conn. St.

  3. Duquesne 4-1 6-3 L1 11/16 at Bryant

  4. Sacred Heart 4-2 6-4 W3 11/16 vs. Lehigh

  5. Saint Francis 2-4 4-6 L3 11/16 vs. Wagner

  6. Bryant 1-4 2-8 L3 11/16 vs. Duquesne

  7. Wagner 1-4 1-9 L5 11/16 at Saint Francis U

  8. LIU 0-7 0-8 L8 11/15 at Villanova

The following events are all of 
Duquesne’s varsity

athletic contests for the next 
several weeks.

— Nov. 15, TBA 
Men’s Cross Country at NCAA 
Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Championship

— Nov. 15, TBA
Women’s Cross Country at 
NCAA Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Championship

— Nov. 15, 7 p.m. 
Women’s Basketball at Iona

— Nov. 15, 7 p.m.
Men’s Basketball vs. Lipscomb

— Nov. 16, 1 p.m. 
Football at Bryant

— Nov. 16, 4 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs. La 
Salle

— Nov. 17, 2 p.m. 
Women’s Basketball at 
Lafayette 

— Nov. 21, TBA 
Women’s Swimming and
Diving at Liberty Invitational

Nov. 21, 6:30 p.m. 
Men’s Basketball vs. Indiana 
State

— Nov. 22, 6:30 p.m. 
Men’s Basketball vs. Air Force

— Nov. 23, 12 p.m.
Football vs. 
Central Connecticut 

— Nov. 23, 2 p.m. 
Women’s Basketball at Pitt

— Nov. 24, 6:30 p.m. 
Men’s Basketball vs Loyla 
Marymount 
 
— Nov. 26, 7 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Central Connecticut 

— Dec. 4, 10:30 a.m. 
Women’s Basketball at Pitt

— Dec. 4, 7:00 p.m. 
Men’s Basketball vs. VMI

Upcoming Events

 Without starting quarterback 
Daniel Parr under center due 
to a broken collarbone, the 
Duquesne football team dropped 
a 41-21 result to the Robert 
Morris Colonials on Saturday in 
Moon Township. 
  The  loss  marked  the  first  in 
conference play for the Dukes, 
dropping their overall record to 
6-3 on the season.
  Saturday was the first time since 
Nov. 3, 2012 that Robert Morris 
earned a win over Duquesne. 
 “We lost the football game,”  
Duquesne head coach Jerry 
Schmitt said. “We were very 

generous today with the 
turnovers. It was too much for us 
to overcome.”
 The Colonials took control 
of Saturday’s contest almost 
immediately after the opening 
kick  and never  took  their  foot  off 
the gas. 
 Giveaways hindered Duquesne’s 
ability to gain offensive traction 
in the first half, and throughout 
the game.
 RMU forced two turnovers 
in the first quarter, including 
an interception from redshirt 
sophomore Jacob White that 
put the Colonials deep in 
Duquesne territory. 
 The Colonials capitalized on the 
chance with a 3-yard touchdown 

run, and took an early 7-0 lead.
 Things only got worse for 
the Dukes, as Robert Morris 
held a commanding 20-0 lead 
at halftime. 
 With Brett Brumbaugh 
making  his  first  collegiate  start, 
Duquesne’s  offense  struggled  to 
get any sort of rhythm going. 
 The senior quarterback did 
connect with Dominic Thieman on 
a 13-yard touchdown pass to open 
up the second half, though the 
deficit  Duquesne  faced  proved  to 
be too much to overcome.
 Brumbaugh finished the day 
completing 24 of 50 passes for 
302 yards and two touchdowns, 
but his statline was marred by 
four interceptions. 

 “I’ll assess it when I watch the 
film,”  Schmitt  said  when  asked 
about Brumbaugh’s afternoon. 
“We lost the football game. He was 
one of the 95 here that contributed. 
The most important one was me. 
I didn’t do a good enough job to 
put those guys in position to be 
successful throughout the day. 
We’ll assess him with the rest of 
them on the field.”
  An inefficient aerial game forced 
Duquesne to shift its focus to the 
ground, but the Colonials defense 
was well prepared. 
 Knowing the Dukes would rely 
heavily on the rushing attack, 
RMU often loaded the box with 
defenders and made it difficult for 
Duquesne to get anything going.

 Duquesne’s usually dominant 
backfield tandem of A.J. Hines and 
Mark Allen was held to a combined 
76 yards on the afternoon.
 “You have to be able connect 
throwing the ball when they’re 
playing a lot of guys in the box 
to stop the run,” Schmitt said. 
“Without being able to do that 
efficiently  in  the  first  half  at  all, 
it put some stress on our football 
team, our defense.”
 Robert Morris and Central 
Connecticut State now stand tied 
at the top of the NEC standings, 
with both teams at 5-0 in 
conference play. 
 Duquesne’s chances for a 
second-consecutive  FCS  playoff 
berth now look slim. In order to 
secure a postseason spot, the 

Dukes would need to win both of 
their remaining games and get help 
from other teams in the conference. 
 A second NEC loss would dash 
any hope for even a share of the 
conference championship.
 If Duquesne were to end the 
season with wins over Bryant and 
Central Connecticut, and Robert 
Morris were to lose its remaining 
two games, the Dukes could clinch 
an automatic postseason bid. 
  Kickoff  for  Duquesne’s  game 
final  road  game  of  the  regular 
season against Bryant this 
weekend is slated for 1 p.m. on 
Saturday at Beirne Stadium. 
 Duquesne has not beaten Bryant 
since the 2016 season, but will 
need a win on Saturday to keep its 
postseason chances alive. 

Football loses first NEC game to Robert Morris

Dukes’ running back A.J. Hines tries to break a tackle during the second half on Nov. 
9. Hines finished the day with 44 rushing yards.

Courtesy of Erika Bakirtzis

Sopohmore wide receiver Davie Henderson lines up for a play in the first half of 
Saturday’s loss to RMU. Henderson caught two passes for 28 yards on the day.

Courtesy of Erika Bakirtzis

Duquesne’s senior quarterback Brett Brumbaugh throws a pass during Saturday’s 
game against Robert Morris. 

Courtesy of Erika Bakirtzis

David Borne
sports editor

Fact of the Week

Duquesne men’s basketball 
head coach Keith Dambrot 
earned his 450th career win 
on Tuesday night. 
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Can’t-miss games from the women’s basketball season 

(AP) — The ball left Jared Goff’s hands 
and fluttered to the ground. And for a split 
second, everyone around Minkah Fitzpat-
rick eased up. Not Fitzpatrick. Easing up 
isn’t really his thing.
 Instinctively, the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers safety at the epicenter of his team’s 
remarkable turnaround reached down, 
picked it up and took off. Four seconds 
and 43 yards later, he was in the end zone. 
The Steelers were in the lead. And Fitz-
patrick’s growing legend added another 
remarkable chapter.
 Asked why he reacted so quickly while 
those around him temporarily froze — 
hard to blame them, considering by all ac-
counts it appeared to be a forward pass — 
Fitzpatrick pointed to the coaching staff 
at Alabama. 
 Whenever there was a loose ball in 
practice, Crimson Tide defensive players 
were instructed to pounce on it and start 
running regardless of the circumstances.
 “Coaches yell ‘Scoop’ after every single 
play,” Fitzpatrick said after his second 
touchdown in as many weeks helped the 
Steelers put together an inelegant 17-12 
victory that pushed their winning streak 
to four. ”‘Scoop, Scoop, Scoop.’ If you 
don’t scoop, they’ll throw the ball back out 
there, you have to go scoop it up again.”
 No need to tell Fitzpatrick twice.
 All the 23-year-old has done in the seven 
games since his arrival in a trade with Mi-
ami — a move in which the typically risk-
averse Steelers did something decidedly 

un-Steelerlike by sending a 2020 first-round 
pick to the Dolphins — is pick off five passes, 
recover a fumble, score twice and develop a 
reputation as a player who never seems to be 
out of position. Ever.
 Asked if Fitzpatrick was the missing 
piece the Steelers needed, linebacker Bud 
Dupree laughed.
 “That’s what it looks like, right?” Dupree 
said. “Hell yeah. He’s an excellent player.”
 One that’s become the fulcrum around 
which one of the NFL’s most opportunistic 
defensive swings. 
 The Steelers (5-4) have already produced 
26 turnovers through nine games, 11 more 
than they managed all of last season. Grab-
bing linebacker Devin Bush in the first round 
of the draft helped. So did signing corner-
back Steven Nelson to the richest free-agent 
deal in team history. 

 Yet Fitzpatrick’s impact is unmistak-
able. His five picks lead the team. His eight 
passes defensed are one behind cornerback 
Joe Haden though he’s played in two fewer 
games. His dash to the end zone — complete 
with an escort by defensive end Cameron 
Heyward — made him the first Steelers de-
fensive player in 35 years to score in back-
to-back weeks.
 “Every game Minkah is making big plays 
on the back end,” Dupree said. “It makes us 
as rushers and defensive linemen up front, 
makes it that much easier for us to play.”
 It certainly looks that way. Pittsburgh 
heads to Cleveland (3-6) on Thursday hold-
ing the second wild-card spot in the AFC, 
heady territory considering it lost quarter-
back Ben Roethlisberger in mid-September 
and the Steelers were 1-4 a month ago fol-
lowing an overtime loss to Baltimore. 
 Somehow, they’ve survived. The defense 
that’s been long on potential but short on 
production in recent years is playing with a 
swagger that’s contagious.
 “I think we’re slowly becoming that 
scary defense that nobody wants to play,” 
Dupree said.
 WHAT’S WORKING
  Offensive  coordinator  Randy  Fichtner 
walked into the locker room on Sunday 
evening, pointed to quarterback Mason Ru-
dolph  and  told  the  first-year  starter  “that’s 
a step, that’s a big step” after Rudolph com-
pleted 22 of 38 passes for 242 yards and a 
touchdown with no interceptions. 
 Rudolph is just the ninth player since the 
1970 merger to throw a touchdown in each 

of  his  first  seven  career  appearances,  a  list 
that includes Roethlisberger. 
 Challenged by Fichtner to start throwing 
the ball into tighter windows, Rudolph re-
sponded by threading the needle on several 
occasions and trusting his receivers to go 
make plays. About that ...
 WHAT NEEDS HELP
  Confidently  throwing  into  traffic  is  one 
thing. Catching the ball is quite another. 
Rudolph’s numbers on Sunday would have 
been considerably better if not for a handful 
of drops. 
 No one was immune. JuJu Smith-Schus-
ter, James Washington, tight end Vance 
McDonald and running back Jaylen Samu-
els all let balls smack off their hands and fall 
to the turf. 
 That needs to change quickly unless Fitz-
patrick somehow manages to start scoring 
week in and week out.
“If you spend a lot of time with your receiv-
ers talking about receiving, you’ve got prob-
lems,” coach Mike Tomlin said.
STOCK UP
  Mark  Barron  was  a  fixture  on  the  field 
against the Rams, playing his most complete 
game since arriving in free agency in March.
  Barron finished with 10 tackles and a pass 
defensed against his former team.
 STOCK DOWN
 The punt return game remains a mess. 
Ryan Switzer fielded a punt at  the 5  in  the 
fourth quarter and went nowhere, setting up 
a Los Angeles safety. 
 Rookie Diontae Johnson had a season-
best 14-yard return, but also fumbled.

Mighty Minkah: Safety Fitzpatrick leads Steelers’ turnaround

  Fresh  off  a  19-13  campaign  in  2018-19 
(including an 11-5 mark in A-10 play), the 
Duquesne women’s basketball team is 
poised to give Duquesne fans a lot to cheer 
about this season.
 Although they lost several key contribu-
tors from last year, this year’s team is in 
a spot to build chemistry around several 
young, energetic players. Each game will 
prove to be as exciting as the last. Below 
are several games you’ll want to either 
watch or attend. 
 Duquesne @ Pitt, Saturday, Nov. 
23,  (2 p.m.)
The Dukes will look to get revenge against 
Pitt, who won last year’s matchup, 66-58. 
Before this loss, the Dukes had won four 
straight matchups against Pitt, and eight of 
the previous nine. 
  This matchup  is  also  significant  because 
this is the only opportunity to see this inner-
city basketball rivalry this season; the men’s 
teams will not play each other this season.
 Duquesne vs. Massachusetts, Sat-
urday, Jan. 4 (7:30 p.m.)
 Duquesne will start A-10 play at home 
against Massachusetts on Saturday, Jan. 4. 
The Dukes will also look to best Massachu-
setts, who topped the Dukes 69-66 last year.
  Duquesne  has  the  benefit  of  history  on 
their side in this matchup: they have not lost 
at home to Massachusetts since the 1999-

2000 season.  The Dukes hope they will have 
the “home” feel at LaRoche University.
 Duquesne @ Dayton, Wednesday, 
Jan. 15 (7 p.m.)
  Projected to finish second in the 2019-20 
A-10 preseason poll, Dayton will host the 
Dukes on Wednesday, Jan. 15. Duquesne 
outlasted the Flyers last season at the Pa-
lumbo Center, but will have to bring their 
“A-game” to Dayton to win, since Dayton 
has maintained a number of its key players.
 Duquesne @ Saint Louis, Sunday, 
Jan. 26 (6 p.m.)
 Last year, Saint Louis got the best of 
Duquesne during their only regular season 
matchup. However, Duquesne beat them 
when it counted: during the A-10 tourna-
ment. This game will likely be a preview of 
the A-10 tournament, and will be a good op-
portunity for a young Dukes team to beat a 
rival on the road.
 Duquesne @ VCU, Sunday, Feb. 2,  
(noon)
 Noticing a trend yet? Many of Duquesne’s 
marquee matchups are to be played away 
from home, which will inevitably be a great 
experience for this young team. This match-
up pits the Dukes against the projected 
(regular season) winner of the A-10: VCU. 
Last season, Duquesne defeated the Rams 
during the regular season, although VCU 
went on to tie for first in the A-10 when all 
was said and done.
 Duquesne @ Davidson, Sunday, 
Feb. 16, (1 p.m.) 

 The Duquesne road trip will continue 
against Davidson on February 16.  David-
son unfortunately downed the Dukes last 
year, but Duquesne has never lost to David-
son on the road. One would hope that that 
tradition will continue. 
 Duquesne vs. Fordham, Tuesday, 
Feb. 25 (7 p.m.)
 Duquesne will face Fordham, the best 
team in the A-10 a year ago, on the cam-
pus of Robert Morris University. The Rams 
ended Duquesne’s season a year ago, de-
feating them in the semi-final round of the 
A-10 Tournament. Fordham went on to win 
the A-10 tournament, punching their ticket 
to the NCAA Tournament.  A defeat against 
Fordham late in the season may be the push 
the Dukes will need to drive them into post-
season play. 
 Duquesne @ St. Bonaventure, Sat-
urday, Feb. 29 (1 p.m.)
 Duquesne will conclude its regular sea-
son in a contest vs. St. Bonaventure. By 
then, the Dukes will hopefully be in a po-
sition to make a deep postseason run. The 
Dukes  have  won  five  straight  against  the 
Bonnies, and 10 of their last 13 matchups.  
If the past is any indication, Duquesne will 
end their regular season a high note.
 Atlantic-10 Championship, March 
6-8, 2020 (@ Dayton University)
A year ago, the Dukes came up a round
short of reaching the A-10 Final. This year, 
they will look to remedy this by winning 
the A-10 tournament. The tournament was 

played entirely at the Palumbo Center last 
year, but will be played at Dayton University 
this year.  More information about the tour-
nament will be provided as we draw closer.
 All in all, the Dukes are one team that 
you will want to follow this season.  Not 
only will you get to see a talented group of 
female athletes, but you may also witness 
the ushering in of a new era of Duquesne 
women’s basketball.

James Leo
staff  writer

Courtesy of Duquesne Athletics
Duquesne head coach Dan Burt during the 
team’s 2016 NCAA Tournament game against 
Seton Hall.

AP Photo
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Horoscopes

Aries 
(March 21-April 19) 

Taurus 
(April 20-May 20)

Gemini 
(May 21-June 20)

Leo
(July 23-August 22)

Virgo
(August 23-

September 22) 

Libra
(September 23-

October 22)

Scorpio
(October 23-

November 22)

Capricorn
(December 22-

January 19)

Aquarius 
(January 20-

February 18)

Pisces 
(February 19-March 20)

Sagittarius 
(November 23-

December 22)

Cancer
(June 21-July 22)

Virgo, stop e-mailing 
my wife!

Get outta here! Horoscopes 
are over!

Sagittarius, you gotta look 
out for yourself this week. 
That’s right, your evil dop-
pelganger is near.

Party on, Scorpio! Your 
week will be so good and 
so much fun that you won’t 
even notice the infection.

Get wild, Capricorn! 
Live in the woods!

Easy, partner, better rest 
your weary noggin by the 
campfire tonight. You’ve 
been riding a little too 
rough lately.

Enjoy it while it lasts, Pisces.

Enjoy it while it lasts.
Gemini, please, I’m on 
the phone.

Today is National Pickle 
Day! Will you forget again?

Aries, everything is fine. 
Everything is fine and there’s 
nothing behind you.

Wake up, buddy! We’re 
going dancing.

Let’s cut the crap, Leo. 
Let’s get down to “brass 
tax.”

I think you’re terrific.

Endeavor Mind
Nov. 14 - Nov. 23 @ 8 p.m.

Nov. 24 @ 2 p.m.

This futuristic production, 
written by Kim Z. Dale and di-
rected by Jill Jeffrey, is avail-

able for free to Duquesne 
students in the Genesius 

Theater.

Duquesne Comedy Club
Open Mic Night
Nov. 15 @ 6 p.m.

Sign-ups for five-minute sets 
begin at 6:30 p.m. in this 
new event, hosted in the 

NiteSpot movie room.

Charlie’s Angels
Friday, Nov. 15

Kristen Stewart, Naomi Scott 
and Ella Balinska take over 

the iconic lead roles in a 
reboot of the classic franchise.

Ford V Ferrari
Friday, Nov. 15

Matt Damon and Chris-
tian Bale portray the men 

responsible for the design of 
the Ford GT40, a race car to 

combat Ferrari.

Streptococcal pharyngitis

Forget the hype! Streptococcal 
pharyngitis, known as “Strep 

Throat” to hardcore fans, is not 
at all a good time. I have missed 

three days of classes I was 
already behind in, I have been 

bedridden for two days and 
today I can’t talk. 0/10, no stars, 

this has been an overwhelm-
ingly negative experience.

-Josiah Martin

Earl Sweatshirt’s Feet of Clay messy, but interesting

Earl Sweatshirt’s latest album, 
Feet of Clay, is a 15-minute 
disjointed, chaotic jazz session 

with a little bit of rapping thrown in.
 Feet of Clay is sonically similar to 
Yugen Blakrok’s Anima Mysterium 
while it lyrically resembles Tyler the 
Creator. All in all, this album does 
not really tread any new ground, but 
it does maintain an odd appeal.
 This attractive quality can be 
heard on the first track, “74,” when 
the sound envelops the listener in 
a sort of jazz anchored by a repeti-
tive piano melody that sounds like 
the musician is randomly hitting 
keys that just so happen to fit a 
chord structure. Earl raps over this 
in a continuous spiral-like pattern, 
always ending his rhyme in a long 
breath before starting his next.
 “East” follows up the first track by 
finding a new horn inspired pattern 
to loop. Once again, Earl uses this 
spiral pattern that rests above the 
melody and track rather than choos-
ing to settle into the beat to truly be-
come a part of it. This is where the 
disjointed feeling arises from a lack of 
harmony in the harsh jazz melodies 

that contrast with quick monotone 
rhymes devoid of emotional weight.
 This approach to the album gives 
it an avant garde and artsy vibe. In 
going for this feeling, Earl achieves a 
sense of prestige in bringing back the 
feeling of old jazz albums before the 
genre was commodified and pack-
aged into a more pop-like structure.
 Of course, this approach gives 
Earl’s lyrics more emphasis despite 
their lack of emotion-evoking ca-
dence, because it symbolizes that 
he is rapping what he feels needs to 
be heard, not what he thinks people 
want to hear. Additionally, laying 
vocals over the beat is not what most 
popular rappers do today.
 Tracks three, four and five all cre-
ate more diverse beats that do not 
simply loop, but interplay. This is 
where the album’s resemblance to 
Yugen Blakrok shines. As the tracks 
musically peak, so too do Earl’s lyrics. 
His cadence does not change and his 
spiral structure remains intact, but 
the beat allows for him to add pauses 
for effect and emphasize plot points 
in the stories he weaves. His cadence 
finally matches the musical complex-
ities of jazz.
 By tracks six and seven, the melody 
of the album fleshes out and Earl has 

his lyrics settling into the beat more. 
By the end of the album the jazz ses-
sion plays itself out and concludes in 
a dreamy almost lullaby like sound.
 Overall, Feet of Clay evokes emo-
tions and sounds from decades be-
fore most of the people reading this 
were born. This album is a homage 
to old school jazz combined with 90s 
rap lyric structures. It’s everything 
that mainstream rap isn’t right now. 
Feet of Clay is mindful of its musical 
roots, lyrically defiant to pop struc-

tures and mixed in a matter meant to 
cause unease for the listener. 
 I cannot say this is my favorite al-
bum I have listened to as of late, but 
I will say that I appreciate everything 
it strives to be. I have not heard much 
rap this year that I felt was inspiring 
— Feet of Clay is no different, but it 
doesn’t try to be, and I can appreci-
ate that much. Earl created an album 
with his own vision, and love or hate 
what he produced, I think that is 
something to be celebrated.

Courtesy of  Warner Records

Sean Armstrong
staff  writer

The album cover for Feet of Clay, Earl Sweatshirt’s second EP.
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Genesius Theater home to thought-provoking Endeavor Mind

Music school student Julianna Grabowski gives graduate recital

Science is constantly pushing 
boundaries, always taking 
risks and looking for the next 

best thing. This is reflected in many 
works as the question of “what if?” 
is asked. What if humans could be 
made immortal? What if humans 
were able to have stronger brains, 
allowing them to open doors never 
thought possible? In the most recent 
Red Masquers play, Endeavor Mind, 
written by Duquesne alum Kim Z. 
Dale and directed by Jill Jeffrey, the 
everyday life of one woman becomes 
extraordinary.
 Set in the modern day, this four 
person play centers around the life of 
Claudine Delaney (Mackenzie Mar-
tin) as she begins her new life after 
a brain augmentation surgery that 
enhances her brain. The science for 
this surgery is developed by famous 
scientist, Dr. Francis Westmore 
(Colleen Hammond), who selected 
Claudine to participate in the experi-
mental trials. 
 While the script is not a new con-
cept, it adds to the never ending nar-

rative of limitless science. However, 
like most of these stories, it serves as a 
cautionary tale — a warning for those 
who lose their humanity because of 
their pride.
 The most prideful character in the 
play, by far, is none other than Dr. 
Westmore. Hammond, who por-
trays the groundbreaking scientist, 
perfectly captures the essence of a 
scientist who wants nothing more 
than to make progress. Consumed by 
her desire to improve the world— at 
whatever cost— Dr. Westmore’s pas-
sion for her work makes it almost im-
possible to dislike her. Hammond’s 
performance as Westmore is unques-
tionably impressive. 
 Claudine’s husband, Ray Delaney 
(Patrick McLean), is a perfect foil to 
that of Westmore. Loving, support-
ive and empathetic, his character is 
the definition of humanity. McLean’s 
wonderful performance assures the 
audience that there is still hope, even 
in the darkest of times. His optimism 
brings light to the stage, even when 
prospects look grim. 
 Addison Delaney, played by Khloe 
Manuppelli, is a carbon copy of her 
mother Claudine. Bright, curious 

and hopeful, Addison brings some 
much-needed innocence to the show. 
Manuppelli’s character goes from a 
high schooler to a graduate student in 
a matter of two hours. Her ability to 
shift from a teenager to a responsible 
adult was excellent. 
 Claudine Delaney, the protagonist 
of the play, was a very complex char-
acter. Martin did an incredible job of 
portraying Claudine’s character, even 

when the content became slightly sex-
ual. Her maturity as an actress shines, 
even in the most risqué of scenes. As 
Claudine’s world begins to crumble 
around her, Martin’s performance 
does not falter — in fact it is at its best 
when she loses it. The audience feels 
her frustration and resonates with 
her pain. This role was no easy feat, 
but Martin steps up to the challenge. 
 Due to the scientific nature of the 

show, the technical aspects played 
a major role in the storytelling. 
Throughout the play, there are a va-
riety of projections on the white set, 
including “text” conversations, video 
advertisements and various binary 
codes. Along with these projections, 
there are also some audio effects, 
which enhance the visuals on the set. 
These additional elements help set 
the show and tell the story in a mean-
ingful way. 
 Endeavor Mind is a unique show 
that pushes boundaries and makes 
the audience think. A refreshing take 
on science gone wrong, the creative 
team behind the show successfully 
tells the story of the desire to achieve 
greatness. 
 The play runs from Nov. 14 to Nov. 
23, Thursday through Saturday at 8 
p.m. Admission is free for students 
with their Duquesne IDs, $10 for se-
niors, $15 for adults and $5 for other 
students and children. 

In her second year of graduate 
school, Julianna Grabowski, a 
vocal performance major, has 

accomplished a much-anticipated 
project: her graduate recital. On 
Friday, Nov. 8, Grabowski per-
formed four solo pieces in Mary 
Pappert School of Music’s PNC 
Recital Hall. The show, accord-
ing to Grabowski, was open to the 
public, where her friends, family 
and fellow peers all gathered to 
watch the finished product.
 Grabowski said that she chose 
her repertoire according to what 
would fit her voice best. Accord-
ing to Grabowski, her professor, 
Meghan DeWald Althouse, per-
formed this setlist before, and had 
recommended it to her. DeWald 
is an adjunct professor of voice at 
Duquesne. 
 Grabowski’s musical pieces in-
cluded “full sets” of songs, where 
there would be multiple songs in 
one piece of music before moving 
on to the next segment of the set. 
 Her first vocal piece was enti-
tled “Nulla in mundo pax sincera,” 
which was written in Latin and 
composed by Antonio Vivaldi.
 “I wanted to do [“Nulla”] be-
cause I could do it with a small 
chamber ensemble of instrumen-
talists,” she said. “That’s one of my 
favorite things to do as a vocalist 
because often times we don’t get 
to work with others on our solo 
repertoire, but in this case I could, 

and I could do it with people I 
don’t see very often and could gain 
a different perspective.”
 Her second piece was called 
“Ariettes oubliees” written by 
Claude Debussy. Grabowski said 
she chose this song as a way to 
appeal to her audience, being 
that he is “a composer that ev-
eryone likes.”
 “Madchenblumen” was her 
third piece, which is written by 
composer Richard Strauss.  
 “In my head, I picked a person I 
knew in my own life to match each 
of the songs [in ‘Madchenblumen’] 
so that when I was performing it, 
I could personally relate to it,” 
Grabowski said. 
 For example, Grabowski said 
the “flirty” song reminded her of 
her little sister, and she chose to 
copy her mannerisms from there. 
 Grabowski’s final piece was 
called “Try Me Good King” by com-
poser Libby Larson, which is an ode 
to the wives of King Henry VIII. 
 According to Grabowski, this 
piece was “a challenge both mu-
sically and technically,” but al-
lowed her to explore the realm of 
contemporary female composers, 
as there are not as many as  male 
composers, even today. 
 DeWald said she selected the 
music for Grabowski last fall, 
when she first entered Duquesne’s 
graduate program for music. 
 “We added selections during 
each semester… she began learn-
ing the music and then we worked 
on technical aspects of each piece 

in lessons,” DeWald said. “As we 
got closer to the recital date, we 
began having rehearsals in the 
performance space with the in-
strumentalists and collaborative 
pianist [while] also adding more 
emphasis on the artistic interpre-
tation of the material.”  
 Prior to this graduate recital, 
Grabowski has had three under-
graduate recitals between her ju-
nior and senior year, one of which 
was  a piano recital. Grabowski 
said that these taught her “a lot of 
discipline.”
 Compared to these performanc-
es, Grabowski said that the idea of 
a graduate recital has much more 
purpose behind it. 
 “Ultimately for me, giving this 
recital meant that I wasn’t just go-

ing to sing a song — the goal was 
to perform a song, and convey the 
song to the audience,” she said. 
“What was cool was that after the 
recital, people in the audience 
came up to me actually talking 
about the music… they weren’t 
just saying ‘nice job,’ which meant 
a lot because that means I did my 
job as the singer.” 
 According to Grabowski, this 
performance becomes more than 
a part of your required grade, but 
rather an example of what you 
plan to pursue in the future. For 
that reason, Grabowski said that 
the expectations were higher.
 From studying in Mary Pap-
pert, Grabowski said she learned 
how to make herself marketable 
in her field.

 “You have to be able to market 
yourself on your own. You’re a 
business; you’re providing a prod-
uct,” she said.
 According to DeWald, Grabows-
ki has prepared herself for opera 
roles, competitions and other gigs 
in her weekly lessons. Grabowski 
has also been given the position of 
Graduate Assistant, which gives 
her opportunities to co-conduct 
in the choir ensembles alongside 
choral director Caron Daley. 
 DeWald said that Grabowski 
stands out in more ways than one, 
aside from being talented.
 “Julianna [Grabowski] is in-
credibly self-motivated and 
disciplined,” she said. “It is her 
work ethic, passion and intellect 
that distinguishes her amongst 
her peers.” 
 In the future, Grabowski said 
she hopes to pursue her degree in 
performance, though she said she 
would keep music education as a 
possibility, since she has her de-
gree in that field as well. 
 “It will depend on what makes 
the most sense when I’m all done.” 
she said. 
 As for students who are also 
hoping to get their degree in per-
formance, DeWald said to pick 
repertoire that you love. 
 “Take the time to really learn 
the pieces well so that you can en-
joy performing them and you real-
ly know them; it takes more work 
up front, but it makes for a much 
better and more enjoyable recital.” 
DeWald said.

Hannah Boucher
staff  writer

Capri Scarcelli
staff  writer

Griffin Sendek | Photography Editor

Courtesy of Yuyuan Xu

Mackenzie Martin stars as Claudine Delaney.

Grabowski performs in the PNC Recital Hall.

Note: A member of the 
Duke editorial staff 
is involved in this 
production.
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Anxiety, depression, 
& stress are things 
many people experi-
ence. Questions arise 
during transitions in 
relationships, jobs, 
and geographical 
moves. Find meaning 
& direction at PCA.

CLASSIFIEDS

 Pittsburgh 
 Counseling Alliance, 
 treating people, not disorders.

Contact:
Brandon Graf
412-440-5795
pittsburghcoun-
selingalliance.com

Secretary Admin 
Assistant for 
Commercial Real 
Estate Company. Send 
resumes to barry@bls-
estate.com or call Barry 
Stein at 412.281.2700.

HELP 
WANTED

COUNSELING

Three Bedroom 
T o w n h o u s e
1 & 1/2 bathrooms
On town bus line
Contact Stein Co. 
at 412.281.2700.

FOR RENT

Now Hiring
:lexicon is currently 
interviewing for a new 
• Copyeditor
• Social Media Coordinator
• Editor-in-Chief 
for Fall 2020. 

Position duties will begin with shadowing of 
the current editor in Spring of 2019. To apply 
for Copyeditor & Social Media Coordinator 
please visit our website lexiconjournal.org 
or email us at lexicon@duq.edu. To apply for 
Editor-in-Chief please email your resume and 
cover letter to John Fried at friedj@duq.edu.

TUE - 6:00 PM
ANNA: Rockin’ discussion of 
classic tunes, playlists full of 
your dad’s favorites, and guests 
to share in their love for the 
golden age of rock’n’roll. Tune 
in to throwback!!

TUE - 8:00 PM
RADIO SPOON: Spoon and vari-

ous co-hosts talk about random 
topics and play awesome music. 

Not your mothers podcast. 

WED - 6:00 PM
THE DUQUESNE COMEDY CLUB: 
The Duquesne Comedy Club’s 
podcast featuring Duquesne 
student comedians talking com-
edy and improv, occasionally 
along with special guests.

THUR - 8:00 PM
JUST CHARLIE (Charlie Vogel) 
Discussions of funny news sto-
ries and the absudidy of them. 

THUR - 9:00 PM
BRAVE  NEW WORLD: (Taylor 

Noakes) All the best music 
you’ve never heard before, an 
eclectic mix of musical styles 

curated by an oddball foreign-
er, interspersed with musings 
on current events and the key 

issues of our time. A throwback 
to the experimental style that 

defined campus radio: tune in, 
turn on, far out...

THUR - 8:00 AM
FANTASY SPORTS PSYCHOLOGY:

(Jason Magnelli) Info about 
all different fantasy sports. 

Football, Basketball, NHL, MLB 
and other minor sports like 

PGA and NASCAR at times. My 
approach is fact based and will 

offer advice on season-long fan-
tasy leagues as well as daily fan-

tasy games such as DraftKings 
and FanDual.

FRI - 10:30 AM
DU QUARK: A report on scien-
tific journals and discoveries. 
Including guest speakers and 
innovative thoughts. 

AIR TIME
SCHEDULE:

I’M A 
STUDENT,  
AND I CAN

BE A CENSUS TAKER

For more information or help applying, please call  
1-855-JOB-2020

Federal Relay Service:  
1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII 
www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

APPLY ONLINE!
2020census.gov/jobs

2020 Census jobs provide:

 Great pay
 Flexible hours
 Weekly pay
 Paid training
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Monday, December 9, 2019  I  5 p.m.–9 p.m.
Rockwell Hall, Room 503  I  600 Forbes Ave.  I  Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Get a feel for what our Professional MBA 
program and Executive Insights class can offer 
you —and hear from the night’s special guest 

Joe Rockey, PNC Chief Risk Officer.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT!
duq.edu/exec-insights

EXPERIENCE 
THE MBA!

BE A TEACHING FELLOW

Change minds, change lives.

Apply online by December 3 

• $32,000 stipend
• master’s degree
• teacher certification
• ongoing mentoring

woodrow.org/STEM

Teach science, technology, engineering, 
or math in high-need Pennsylvania schools.

“If you’re interested in: 
 Internships
  Scholarships 
   Conferences 
    & Networking 

Join Duquesne’s English Honor Society 
Sigma Tau Delta! 

Email lynchk5
@duq.edu or visit 
Dr. Mirmotahari 
on the 6th f loor
 of College Hall!

How many 
hidden 
basketballs 
did you find?

ANSWER:

13
 Journalism seeks to spread the truth, the 
process of hiding details and removing sources 
names for the sake of empathy, goes directly 
against what it is journalism stands for. 
 Empathy is incredibly important, but 
when being empathetic takes priority over 
accurately  telling the story, it becomes a 
serious problem. 
 Closson and the writers at the Daily 
should not have apologized for simply do-
ing their jobs, but as student journalists 
they should hold themselves to the same 
standards as professionals. 

Journalists 
should not 

apologize for 
doing their job

STAFF ED — from page 4
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sports editor

 While the roster has changed 
quite a bit and so has the logo on their 
uniforms, expectations for Duquesne’s 
women’s basketball program have re-
mained the same. 
 The bar is set high and head Coach Dan 
Burt hopes to turn heads in the Atlantic 10 
once again.
 The inexperienced Dukes squad has 
dealt with mild early season growing pains 
and has shown there is work to be done. 
 However, a win in the team’s most re-
cent outing showed that things may be 
coming together for the young group. 
 A 76-65 victory last weekend at Manhat-
tan gave the team its first of the season and 
improved its record to 1-2 on the year. 
 Through three games on the year, Burt has 
liked what his team has shown offensively. 
 His group has answered any questions 
about how their offensive would fare this 
season, as it’s averaging just over 74 points 
per game to start the year.
 The junior guard duo of Libby Bazelak 
and Amanda Kalin has led the way on the 
attacking end of the court. Bazelak has 
posted a team-high 16.7 points per game, 
with Kalin behind her at 12.3 ppg.
 Bazelak and Kalin impressed 
in their  f irst  two seasons on the 
Bluff  and have excel led in their  ex-
panded roles to start  the 2019-20 
campaign.  Their  upbeat offensive 
approach gives Duquesne’s  attack 
quite a  different look than it  has 
had in recent years.
 They have also proven their ability 
to make an impact on the defensive 

end. The well-rounded skill set of 
both guards has generated plenty of 
opportunities for the pair and opens 
others for those around them.
 “We are playing at a faster pace 
in the past.  Our primary break is 
looser and allows for greater free-
dom for our players to make their 
own decisions with and without the 
ball,”  Burt said. “[Bazelak and Ka-
l in] are very good passers and can 
score at all  three levels.”
 “They are also excellent defenders. 
So, when you have two guards who 
can score, pass and defend, you have 
the beginnings of a very good back-
court. We are lucky to have them.”
 Though Duquesne’s offense has 

impressed so far, Burt is still look-
ing for more on defense from the 
team as a whole. So far this season, 
the Dukes have allowed an average of 
75.7 points per game. Additionally, oppos-
ing teams are shooting 43.9% from three-
point range.
 “We have not advanced very much de-
fensively,” Burt said. “We are working 
daily to find what works for us. We played 
zone in the third quarter against Manhat-
tan, holding them to one bucket, so we 
will explore more zone. It’s comminuted 
growth, learning and adjusting to who we 
will play all year long.”
 Laia Sole, and Paige Cannon and Angela 
Staffileno have locked down the majority 
of Duquesne’s minutes in the post. 
 Precious Johnson, a freshman center 
from Sweden, has also seen limited time.
 Each of the bigs contributes dif-
ferent a different set of strengths, 
which allows Burt and his staff to get 
creative with lineups. 
 Sole is the most offensively talent-
ed of the group, and leads the post 
players in scoring (11.7 ppg). 
 Staffileno is an efficient scorer 
from inside and out,  and posted a 
career-high 17 points in the team’s 
win over Manhattan.
 Burt refers to Cannon as the “glue” 
of the team, as she is Duquesne’s de-
fensive leader and has the ability to 
knock down a jump shot. 
 Nina Aho, Anie-Pier Samsom and Ama-
ya Hamilton round out the Dukes’ rotation. 
 Aho has been plagued with injuries dur-
ing her time on the Bluff and was limited 
to just five games last season. Now healthy, 
her play remains an important key to suc-
cess this season for Duquesne.

 Samson is coming off of her redshirt 
season and is playing consistent minutes 
for the first time since her collegiate career 
began in 2016. 
 The primary focus during her sit-out 
year was to expand her basketball IQ off of 
the ball and defensively.
 So far, the 6’2” guard has improvements 
in those areas. 
 Now, Burt anticipates that she can take 
the next step and become one of the team’s 
most dangerous scorers. 
 “She has done a solid job of moving 
without the ball on offense and has kept 
people in front of her on the defensive 
end,” Burt said. 
 “Her best minutes are ahead of her. 
Once she is a little more comfortable, and 
I expect that to be soon, she can become a 
primary scorer for us.”
 With games against Iona and Lafayette 
this weekend, Burt hopes the team can 
limit defensive lapses. 
 He is also looking for more of an effort 
to pursue loose balls and pull down long 
rebounds.
 Burt knows that it may take time for his 
time to tighten up it’s loose ends. How-
ever, he remains confident that the group 
will be ready to go by Atlantic 10 play.
 “The good thing is, all of these 
things are fixable and this years group 
is eager to learn, grow and get better 
every day in practice,” Burt said.
 “When you lose almost 4,000 
points and a ton of minutes, you are 
going to be a work in progress the 
next year and that’s us right now. 
I am really enjoying this team and 
look forward to seeing their growth. 
We will certainly be a different team 
in January.”

New look WBB finding footing in non-conference play

Duquesne gathers for a huddle during the team’s 
season opener against Kent State.

Courtesy of Duquesne Athletics

Pat McTiernan
staff  writer

 At 6 foot 10 inches, Duquesne forward 
Austin Rotroff continues to bring his tenacity 
and work ethic to the hardwood for his team-
mates and third-year coach Keith Dambrot. 
 Now in his second year on campus, 
Rotroff was thrilled to hear he had been 
cleared to play two weeks ago. 
 Suffering an ACL injury last January, he 
stayed the course and fully recovered two 
weeks earlier than anticipated. 
 “It was a really tough time, especially 
the weeks post-surgery … but one thing 
that helped me a lot was Amari (Kelly),” 
Rotroff said. “We went to rehabilita-
tion with the same physical therapist in 
South Side … we were able to go to the 
process together.” 
 Now recovered from what he calls the 
worst injury of the semester. Rotroff 
says he feels stronger than he did prior 
to his setback.
 “When I would get discouraged, every-
one around me would do a good job reas-
suring along the way whenever I would hit 
milestones.” Rotroff recollects exactly nine 
months after his surgery date. 
 The Ohio-native prides himself on mak-

ing hustle plays, scrapping for offensive re-
bounds and “disrupting” the flow of the 
opponent’s offense. Now with a year 
of collegiate experience under his belt, 
Rotroff says that strength training, treat-
ment and most especially sleep, have be-
come facets of his daily routine which he 
invests heavily in now more than ever.
 Signing with Duquesne during his se-
nior season with the Wauseon Indians of 
Wauseon, Ohio, Rotroff says that Pitts-
burgh’s legacy as a city rich in sports cul-
ture even without having an NBA team. 
 “I did notice that Pittsburgh didn’t 
have an NBA team. We’re competing to 
be the main basketball presence in the 
city.” Rotroff said in reference to the 
University of Pittsburgh.
 The versatile power forward who 
competes on both ends of the court 
is highly self-motivated to earn more 
meaningful minutes. 
 No. 34 proved to be efficient in 
Duquesne’s home victory over Lamar on 
Tuesday night, collecting two rebounds 
in just four minutes off of the bench to 
help secure a ten-point win. 
 The Dukes, who are yet to lead a game 
into halftime, have proven to be a sec-
ond half team in the dawn of this 2019-

2020 season.
 With a statistically-brilliant career 
under coach Chad Burt at Wauseon, 
Rotroff has already asserted himself as a 
coachable, patient and committed piece 
of Duquesne’s basketball. 
 In a collegiate sport in which most 
high-profile athletes are seemingly al-
ways one-and-done participants who 
overlook their opportunity in collegiate 
basketball, Rotroff is dedicated to mak-
ing as much of an impact in the class-
room as he does on the court.
 The sophmore’s interests are tied to 
this program and his studies as a sports 
marketing major in the Palumbo School 
of Business. 
 Always looking to improve his 
game, this student athlete is concen-
trated on his craft while also embrac-
ing two aiming points for the program 
in years to come. 
 “Assert ourselves as the top team in the 
city” and “to get a lot of people excited about 
the program” 
 After working his way all the way back 
into form following his torn ACL, Rotroff is 
poised to be a key contributor for Duquesne 
once again this season. 

Rotroff back after suffering gruesome knee injury

Duquesne forward Austin Rotroff backs down a 
defender during a game at the A.J. Palumbo Cen-
ter last season. Rotroff finished the year averaging 
4.2 points per game.

Courtesy of Duquesne Athletics
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Former WBB star Agunbiade lands G-League coaching gig

 Basketball has taken Wumi Agunbiade 
all over the world. 
 Between multiple stops in Pittsburgh 
and playing professionally in Germany, 
Italy and Romania, the Pickering, Ontario 
native has traveled the globe to chase her 
dreams as a player and coach.
 Now as a junior coach for Raptors 905, 
the NBA G-League affiliate of the Toronto 
Raptors, Agunbiade finally has a chance to 
reach her goals close to home.
 “Being at home and doing something 
I love is a reward within itself,” Agun-
biade said. 
 “Now coming back home and being a 
part of an organization that I’ve always 
dreamt of being a part of is a dream come 
true.” 
 Agunbiade’s journey brought her 
to Duquesne as a freshman in 2010. 
Duquesne’s current head coach, Dan Burt, 
who then served as an assistant on Suzie 
McConnell-Serio’s staff, recruited Agunbi-
ade to the Bluff.
 During her tenure at Duquesne, the 
forward established herself as one of 
the most impactful players in program 
history. 
 She finished her collegiate career as 
Duquesne’s second all-time leading scor-
er, racking up 1,776 points in her four sea-
sons. Agunbiade remains the only player 
in Duquesne women’s basketball history 
to score over 1,700 points and grab 900 
rebounds. 
 Agunbiade went on to play professional-

ly for three seasons overseas. Her playing 
career concluded in 2017 after spending a 
season with TSV 1880 Wasserburg in the 
German DBBL League and the EuroCup. 
 Her first experience on the sidelines 
came as a graduate assistant with the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh’s women’s team in 
Aug. 2017.
 After two seasons at Pitt, the chance 
to be a part of the Raptors 905 staff 
opened up.
 “The opportunity I was looking for was 
really just anything that allowed me to 
continue working in the game and grow-
ing,” Agunbiade said. “An old coach of 
mine who is tightly affiliated with 905, he 
shared with me an opportunity to work 
with the team. So I went ahead, sought af-
ter it, was offered the job and didn’t hesi-
tate whatsoever to get after it.”
 The transition to coaching has been 
smooth for Agunbiade. 
 “Her ability to relate to others is very 
good and her professional basketball ex-
perience gives her strong credibility while 
developing her coaching experience,” 
Burt said. 
 “I’m very excited that Wumi is able to 
stay in her hometown to help coach the 
905. The 905 coaching staff is excel-
lent and will be great teachers and col-
laborators for Wumi as she starts her 
coaching journey”.
 Lessons learned from both Burt and 
McConnell-Serio are still something Agun-
biade carries with her. While a number of 
those are basketball related, the biggest is 
about how to handle relationships off of 
the court. 
 Now in a different role, Agunbiade tries 

to relay the same messages to the players 
she works with on a daily basis.
 “Both of them really had a good part and 
a good teaching to me that I now take with 
me. The one thing is treating people with 
utmost respect, first and foremost,” Agun-
biade said. “Both of them preach this, they 
worked with each other years beyond me 
working at Duquesne.” 
 “They had similar messages and it was 
first about people. You treat people with 
respect and what you give is what you get. 
That’s what I tell now and preach with the 
people that I work with.”
 Raptors 905 opened up its regular sea-
son slate against the Grand Rapids Drive 
on Nov. 8 in Mississauga. 
 905 would go on to lose the game by a 
score of 109-44.
 While the result was ultimately not 
what Agunbiade had hoped for, the night 
wrapped up in a way that was worth more 
than any season-opening win or loss.
 She was greeted by a large group of her 
family members and friends — the same 
group that has supported and followed her 
for years throughout her journey.
 “My family being my core and my back-
bone, they’ve been with me the entire ride 
from day one until now,” Agunbiade said. 
 “Now I’m able to put two of the most 
important pieces of my life together and 
I feel entirely whole. It’s an awesome 
feeling.”

David Borne
sports editor

Courtesy of Duquesne Athletics
Agunbiade puts up a shot over a defender at 
the A.J. Palumob Center. During her collegiate 
career, Agunibade earned Atlantic 10 Rookie of 
the Year honors, as well as being named to the 
Atlantic 10 First-Team during the 2013 season, 
and the Atlantic 10 Second-Team for her efforts 
in the 2012 and 2014 seasons. 

 Way back in early February of 2018, 
3,411 fans packed the A.J. Palumbo Cen-
ter to cheer on the Dukes as they faced St. 
Bonaventure.  
 That attendance total crushed the previ-
ous high for that season, 2,543. 
In his postgame interview, first-year coach 
Keith Dambrot remarked, “They [the fans] 
might as well come to the game. They’re go-
ing to see some good stuff… It’s fun, isn’t it?”
 Duquesne fell short on a late 3-pointer 
from the Bonnies’ Jaylen Adams, but the 
message was clear — this wasn’t the same 
old Duquesne program.
 Dambrot’s team clearly wasn’t ready 
yet, but they were exciting to watch, as 
the improvement from previous years 
was undeniable.
 The Dukes lost six of their following seven 
that season. Frankly though, it didn’t matter.  
 That’s because the season already sparked 
something unwitnessed in years — hope.  
 The team hobbled to the finish line that 
year, concluding with a 16-16 record. It 
was by no means pretty, but it was still just 
the eighth .500 record of the century. 
The following season, they finished at 19-
13. It was another noteworthy post-2000 
milestone, as it was the program’s fifth 

winning record of this millennium.   
 Here we are now, almost two years later. 
Not a single starter from that St. Bonaven-
ture game is still on the roster.  In fact, the 
only current player that was eligible for 
that game was senior Caleb Davis.
 Dambrot’s roster has undergone plen-
ty of transition since. This past summer 
alone saw the likes of Eric Williams Jr., 
Brandon Wade, Gavin Bizeau and Dylan 
Swingle transfer from the program.  
 Notable players like Mike Lewis and 
Tarin Smith are gone too. Rene Castro-
Caneddy has graduated.
 It hasn’t been a smooth ride so far, but 
that’s to be expected when you’re trying to re-
verse nearly forty years of mostly listlessness. 

 By no means is this year’s team the fin-
ished product, but it’s hard not to like the 
direction the program is headed.
 Star sophomore Sincere Carry looked 
as healthy and skillful as ever in the sea-
son opener against Princeton, posting 23 
points and five assists.  
 Returners Tavian Dunn-Martin, Mike 
Hughes, Lamar Norman and Marcus 
Weathers provided solid support with a 
combined 36 points.
 Weathers was especially strong, grabbing 
seven rebounds to go with his 16 points.
 High-profile freshman Maceo Austin 
only scored eight points, but he flashed his 
potential throughout the night.  
 Perhaps most impressive was graduate 
transfer Baylee Steele, who had 19 points. 
.He drained more three-pointers, three, in 
that game than he had in the entirety of his 
previous college career.
 Despite trailing at halftime, the Dukes ral-
lied to blow out the visiting Tigers, 94-67.
 Again, this is not a finished product. 
But the progress is obvious. The team now 
stands at 2-0 after a scrappy win over Lamar.  
 In the last two years, Dambrot has led 
less talented teams to surprisingly good 
seasons. It’ll be fun to see what he can do 
now that he has a more complete squad.
 The feel of this program is different, and 
it’s not just because of the roster turnover.  

There’s a new logo complemented by fresh 
uniforms. The A.J. Palumbo Center will 
soon be finished as the new UPMC Cooper 
Fieldhouse.  
 In less than two years, the entire outlook 
of the program has shifted.
 It’s not the same program we’re used to. 
Seemingly gone are the days of homecourt 
blowouts and baffling letdowns.  The sea-
son opener appeared to signify as much.
 This team probably won’t end 
Duquesne’s NCAA tournament drought 
this season, but there’s plenty of reason to 
be hopeful that it will soon.  
 As the Dambrot era continues, pressure 
will inevitably ramp up. You can’t always 
be on the upswing. Potential generates ex-
citement, but results are what earn you the 
seven-year, seven-million-dollar contract 
Dambrot received.
 But in the meantime, it’s impossible not to 
enjoy what we’re watching. The program has 
hope. The players seem to be having fun.  
Those are the kind of statements seldom 
heard before Dambrot arrived.
 There’s a long way to go, sure. But 
Dambrot spoke correctly during that St. 
Bonaventure postgame interview.  Fans 
might as well show up.  
 Not only will they have fun and watch 
some good basketball, but they can look 
forward to the future.    

Dambrot era providing hope for MBB fans
Jacob Hebda

staff  writer

Coutresy of Duquesne Athletics


